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Scoop up Some Fun: WAHA Ice Cream Social
Sunday, August 28    1-4 p.m.   
Britt Mansion/LA84 Foundation, 2141 West Adams Blvd. (Kinney Heights)

For nine years residents in Jefferson Park have worked hard to have the City of Los Angeles recognize the community as 
a culturally and historically significant neighborhood.  

In response to these community efforts the City has finally designated Jefferson Park as a Historic Preservation Overlay Zone 
(HPOZ). The Preservation Plan was adopted at the same time. 

Jefferson Park’s houses, built mostly in the Arts & Crafts style in the early 1900s, are recognized for their craftsmanship and 
beautiful details. But Jefferson Park also has a rich and important cultural history that is woven into houses in the neighborhood. 
Famous past residents include actress Hattie McDaniel (the first African-
American to win an Oscar), jazz musician Melba Liston, the Mills 
Brothers, and other great artists.   

For more information about the Jefferson Park HPOZ, or to sign 
up for e-mail updates, go to www. JeffersonParkUnited.org, and click 
on “History,” or call 323-606-8177. l

It’s Official: Jefferson Park is an HPOZ

What better way to spend a summer afternoon than eating ice cream and other sweets, socializing with neighbors, 
playing games, and listening to musical entertainment? Please put on your summer whites or Victorian-inspired attire, and 
join WAHA at its annual Ice Cream Social, on the grounds of a great historic venue we are sure you all want to see.

This classic Georgian Revival mansion, a designated local and national landmark, was designed by A.F. Rosenheim for 
attorney Eugene W. Britt.  It now functions as the headquarters of the LA84 Foundation. 

Eugene W. Britt was one of the city’s more prominent lawyers. Admitted to the bar in 1878, Britt formed a law firm with 
William J. Hunsaker in San Diego in 1887. The partnership lasted until 1892 when 
Hunsaker moved to Los Angeles. Britt served on the California Supreme Court 
Commission starting in 1895, but he resigned when, in 1900, he relocated to Los 
Angeles and rejoined Hunsaker. Britt served as president of the Los Angeles Bar 
Association in 1912 and as delegate to the Republican National Convention in 1916.

Construction of the Britt Mansion was begun in October 1910, when it was 
estimated the Georgian home would cost $50,000. The Times called the mansion 
“one of the handsomest” on the “fashionable thorough-fare” of West Adams, with 
oak floors, beamed ceilings, and a dining room paneled in Tabasco mahogany.

LIVING HISTORY TOUR 
Angelus Rosedale Cemetery

Saturday, September 24

The marble angels at Angelus Rosedale Cemetery watch over many of Los Angeles’s 
earliest settlers and later innovators alike, along with politicians, war heroes, more than 
a few scurrilous entrepreneurs, trendsetters, women’s rights advocates, and a long list 
of famed entertainers. And, at this cemetery, History really does come to life each year, 
as WAHA presents its annual Living History Tour. Portrayals this year include a Civil War 
Confederate naval officer, a leading suffragette, a gold seeker, a “Speederette,” a judge, 
a pioneering black historian, and a descendant of one of L.A.’s early rancho families.

Angelus Rosedale Cemetery is one of the city’s oldest, most historically significant 
cemeteries. It was founded in 1884, and is now home to many generations of Los 
Angeles’s citizens, representing every race, faith, and creed. Every year, West Adams 
Heritage Association (WAHA) focuses on some of their life stories by presenting a 
Living History Tour at Angelus Rosedale Cemetery, featuring actor portrayals, graveside, 
recounting the lives of some of the individuals buried at the cemetery.  
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WAHA Upcoming Events

Love WAHA events? Want to make them even better? Please consider volunteering for the Events Committee.
I have enjoyed revitalizing WAHA events this past year and have appreciated the many great compliments we have received 

about them.  But with the sad passing last March of my friend, fellow WAHA Board member and co-chair of Events, Lisa Berns, 
I could really use some help with the Events Committee. 

This is a committee that is more about doing, than attending meetings. Most communication is done by e-mail. Depending 
on the responses I get, we might have a brainstorming session, but this would be a rare occasion. 

Of course, I would love another co-chair, but I would be thrilled to have volunteers, even for just one specific event. Love 
the ice cream social? Volunteer to help with that event only. 

Our three biggest events in terms of help needed are the just-past 4th of July Party, the Ice Cream Social in August, and 
WAHA’s Holiday Party, which is usually the second weekend in December.  Having a few committed people to assist me in 
organizing those events would be fabulous.

I also could use help with the other potlucks, which are much less labor intensive. Or perhaps you have ideas about events 
you would like to see. 

I look forward to hearing from you at events@westadamsheritage.org.
With your help, we can have even more fun.

I also want to give a special thank you to Vern Menden for hosting the Newcomer’s Dessert in his beautiful garden. He was 
such a gracious host. It was a lovely evening to meet old friends and new. Thanks, also, to all who brought the fabulous array 
of goodies.

 
Thank you, Suzie Henderson l

WAHA Events Committee Seeks Your Help

sunday, august 28 
Ice Cream Social 
1-4 p.m. Britt Mansion/LA84 Foundation

saturday, september 24
Living History Tour

sunday, october 2  
Macaroni and Cheese Cookoff Potluck

saturday, october 29 
Potluck and Film, The Uninvited.

saturday and sunday, December 3-4
Annual Holiday Tour & Progressive Dinner

sunday, December 11  
Holiday Party

January 2012 (date tBa)
Potluck Pajama Party

february 2012 (date tBa)
Potluck

WAHA plans many (many) events. Please mark your 
calendars for these upcoming activities.
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President’s Message by John Patterson

John Patterson may be reached by e-mail at President@WestAdamsHeritage.org

WAHA has spent the past several months busily engaged in a number of historic preservation efforts. 
WAHA’s Annual Spring Tour, which took place on Saturday, June 4, took a different tack this year and focused on our 

advocacy efforts for the preservation of the wonderful murals that grace the lobby of the Golden State Mutual Life Insurance 
building located in the heart of our West Adams neighborhood.  The murals, which were commissioned almost 60 years 
ago specifically for this Paul Williams-designed building, depict the contributions of African Americans to the building of 
California.  Our June Tour built on that focus, and brought attention to those cultural and architectural contributions that are 
located specifically within our West Adams neighborhoods. I am pleased to report that the building and its murals are now 
officially designated as Los Angeles Historic Cultural Monument No. 1000.

WAHA is also continuing our participation and collaboration with the Los Angeles Heritage Alliance, which brings 
approximately 230 organizations such as WAHA together in common purpose.  I am spearheading the LA 230 celebration, 
designed to bring attention to Los Angeles’s 230th birthday this year.  WAHA will be designating our September Living 
History Tour as an official LA 230 event, as our contribution to this effort.

This time of year is also the time that most of our WAHA memberships come up for renewal, and I am so pleased with 
the strength and number of memberships and upgrades we have seen in response to the renewal letters.  I wish to thank 
each and every one of you for taking the time and making the commitment and I hope that you will take the opportunity 
to continue your support of our ongoing preservation efforts with your contribution.  We have also made a significant effort 
this past year to bring back that specific focus on our member events, such as the Ice Cream Social coming up on August 28 
and numerous pot-luck gatherings, which were the original glue that brought our WAHA family together.  

Having been reelected to serve another term on the WAHA Board of Directors, I have also agreed to serve another year 
as President of this wonderful organization.  I hope I can count on your continued support as we move forward through 
another busy year, working to preserve our community as a wonderful neighborhood in which to live!

WAHA’s highest award, the Bortfeld Award, named after WAHA co-founder Bob Bortfeld, is presented to a member 
who has given special service to the community in the prior year and over time.  Nearly three decades ago, when Bortfeld 
purchased his home in a long-ignored neighborhood, he had a vision for this community. Bortfeld felt that with strong 
community activism and a shared love for old houses, West Adams could be one of L.A.’s best neighborhoods. West Adams 
Heritage Association established the Bortfeld Award to honor his vision and inspiration after he passed away in the late 
1980s.

Nominations now are being sought for this annual award, which will be presented at the Ice Cream Social.  The nominee 
must be a member in good standing who demonstrates the following qualities:  1) consistent and visible leadership in WAHA 
and the preservation community, 2) an obvious commitment to preservation, 3) leadership in deed, not just title, 4) notable 
accomplishments/contributions over a range of activities, not just in one particular activity, and 5) an ability to bring people 
together to address issues and resolve problems. Typically, the candidate would not currently be a WAHA Board member.

The award has been presented in the past to Kathleen Salisbury, 
Harry Anderson, David Raposa, Harold Greenberg, Lindsay Wiggins, 
Jodi Seigner, Jon Rake, Lana Soroko, Norma Reynolds, John Kurtz, 
Audrey Arlington, Jim Meister, Joe Ryan, Laura Meyers, Linda Scribner, 
Corinne Pleger, Peggy King, Leslie Evans and Jennifer Charnofsky, 
Suzanne Henderson, Ed Trosper, Pat Karasick, Mitzi Mogul, and Rory 
Cunningham.  As you can see by this listing, all former Honorees have 
had leadership roles in WAHA and have undertaken a diverse range of 
activities in the organization and in the community at large.

Nominations should be submitted in writing to John Patterson 
via e-mail at president@westadamsheritage.org (preferred) or letter 
sent to WAHA’s office, 2263 S. Harvard Blvd., Historic West Adams, 
Los Angeles, CA  90018.  Please briefly describe the activities your 
candidate has undertaken for West Adams Heritage Association 
and in the West Adams community, and explain why you believe he 
or she should be chosen for the Bortfeld Award.  The winner will 
be selected by WAHA’s current President, Membership Chair, and 
last year’s winner, Rory Cunningham.  Deadline for submission is 
WeDnesDay, august 10. l

Bob Bortfeld Award Nominations Sought

Martin Eli Weil 
Preservation Award 

Presented to Eric Bronson
See story on page 9
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History matters

This year’s event commemorates several seminal moments in local and national history: the 150th anniversary of the 
Civil War; the 100th anniversary of Women’s Suffrage in California, and Los Angeles’s 230th birthday. And, along with bold 
adventurers, this year’s tour includes founding families who have left their mark on L.A.’s history: Glassell, O’Melveny and 
Dominguez.

This year’s portrayals include:

    • Lt. William T. Glassell, Confederate Naval officer who commanded the submarine that torpedoed the Union frigate New 
Ironsides during the Charleston blockade in 1863; Glassell was the co-founder of the City of Orange
    • Fanny Stenhouse, famed lecturer and Suffragette who exposed Mormon polygamy to the world in 1872, and who 
campaigned for women’s rights with Harriett Beecher Stowe and Elizabeth Cady Stanton
    • Miriam Matthews, California’s first African American credentialed librarian and well-known historian who helped launch 
“Negro History Week” (now Black History Month) in Los Angeles; Matthews’ research of 200 years of black history in California 
inspired the depictions in the Golden State Mutual Life Insurance Building’s murals, just designated as Los Angeles Historic 
Cultural Monument No. 1000
    • Harvey K. S. O’Melveny, pioneer Los Angeles lawyer, judge, City Council member, and politician who helped bring 
transcontinental rail service to Los Angeles in 1876
    • Nina Vitagliano Torre, Italian-American female racecar driver who raced with fellow women Speederettes during World 
War I until a fatal crash in 1918 ended her life, and their careers on the track; it was decades before women were again behind 
the wheel on speedways
    • Portus Baxter Weare, whose self-named ship, the P.B. Weare, was the first to sail up the great Yukon River into the Klondike, 
bringing back great stores of gold and stories that resulted in the Klondike Stampede of 1897, when more than 100,000 people 
swarmed towards a frozen land they knew nothing about and endured hardships they could never have imagined

Visitors will be greeted by Francisca Dominguez Alexander, Queen of the Fiesta de Los Angeles of 1897, whose family 
owned the great Rancho San Pedro beginning in 1784. Her forebear, Juan Jose Dominguez, arrived in California in 1769, 
serving with Gaspar de Portolà and Juniperro Serra, witnessing the founding of Los Angeles pueblo in September, 1781.

HistoricConsultation 
& Research

Anna Marie Brooks
Phone  310-650-2143

Fax  323-735-3939
historichomesla@aol.com

Living History Tour
continued from page 1
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History matters

David Raposa • Broker/Owner
323-734-2001

City Living Realty has been selling architectural 
treasures in Historic West Adams since 1981. 

AVAILABLE
Rare Offering: L.A.’s only Greene & Greene Residence.  
The Lucy E. Wheeler Residence, c. 1905., is the former home 
of noted restoration architect Martin Eli Weil. Protected by a 
conservancy easement, the Wheeler Residence is located in 
the Harvard Heights HPOZ historic district in West Adams. 
Original lighting and built-ins, 2,600 square feet, 4 bedrooms, 
2.5 baths. New lower price:  $590,000.   David Raposa
Village Green Condo  –– one bedroom on the Central 
Green/Rodeo side. $185,000. Adam Janeiro, 323-401-3952

IN ESCROW
Restored Harvard Heights Beauty! –– Updated c1905 Frank M. 
Tyler Craftsman, great woodwork, lush garden, vine-covered 
deck.   David Raposa, seller’s agent
Heineman & Heineman Masterpiece –– Exceptional Arts & 
Crafts home in Harvard Heights HPOZ, HCM No. 818.   David 
Raposa, seller’s agent

SOLD
Cute Jefferson Park Bungalow ––  David Raposa, seller’s agent
Wilshire Crest Spanish –– Adam Janeiro, seller’s agent
Spacious Jefferson Park home ––  David Raposa, buyer’s and 
seller’s agent. Welcome, Ron Batac!
Jefferson Park Craftsman  –– Adam Janeiro, buyer’s agent. 
Welcome, Colt Maloney!
West Adams Avenues 1939 Traditional  –– David Raposa, 
seller’s agent. 
Harvard Heights HPOZ Craftsman  –– David Raposa, buyers’ 
and seller’s agent. Welcome, Christian and Stephany Hurley!

Our agents live and work in Historic West Adams
David Raposa, 

Suzanne Henderson, Adam Janeiro, Darby Bayliss, 
Carlton Joseph, Jane Harrington  

Our Offices are in the Victorian Village, 
2316 1/2 S. Union Ave., Suite 2, 213-747-1337

www.CityLivingRealty.com

City Living Realty 
We handle all your buying and selling needs –– 

Please refer us to your friends! 

As always, we do need volunteers. Please contact Laura 
Meyers at news@westadamsheritage.org if you can help 
out at the tour itself, in advance, OR with the thank you 
party on the same afternoon. 

The Living History Tour is a three-hour docent-led walk 
through the cemetery, over uneven terrain; visitors are 
advised to wear appropriate clothing and walking shoes. 
Tours depart approximately every 25 minutes, beginning at 
9 a.m., with the last tour at noon. Tickets are by advance 
reservation only; each tour has a limited number of spaces. 

TICKET SALES/TOUR TIMES
Advance Ticket Sales Only -- No Walk-ins!
Tickets are by reservation only.  $25 in advance.  $30 on 

day of tour, space available.  
(Children under 10 attend free.)   
Purchase tickets at www.WestAdamsHeritage.org or 

send a check made payable to “WAHA” to:

WAHA Living History Tour
2280 West 21st St.
Los Angeles, CA 90018

Please include an e-mail address or phone number for 
confirmation.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, please call the WAHA 
Reservations Hotline at 323-732-4223, write tours@
westadamsheritage.org, or log onto WAHA’s website, 
www.WestAdamsHeritage.org. l

Mansions and 
bungalows. Bankers 

and merchants. 
Socialites and 

scoundrels.  
Discover the people, 
events, sights, and 
sounds that have 

given spirit and life 
to West Adams.

Order it now at
www.westadamsheritage.org
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Stepping out

Ice Cream Social at Britt Mansion 
continued from page 1

The LA84 Foundation (known until June 2007 as the Amateur Athletic Foundation of Los 
Angeles) is a private, nonprofit institution created by the Los Angeles Olympic Organizing 
Committee to manage Southern California’s endowment from the 1984 Olympic Games. 
Under an agreement made in 1979, 40 percent of any surplus was to stay in Southern 
California, with the other 60 percent going to the United States Olympic Committee. The 
total surplus was $232.5 million. Southern California’s share was approximately $93 million.

The LA84 Foundation’s mission is to promote and expand youth sports opportunities in 
Southern California and to increase knowledge of sport and its impact on people’s lives. Since inception, the Foundation has invested 
more than $197 million in Southern California by awarding grants to youth sports organizations, initiating sports and coaching 
education programs, and operating the world’s premier sports library at the Paul Ziffren Sports Resource Center. The library maintains 
an extensive collection of books, periodicals, photograph and moving footage, with a special emphasis on the Olympic Games. The 
traditional library has been supplemented by the development of an extensive electronic collection of 45,000 PDFs including scholarly 
publications, popular magazine and primary historical documents available at no cost on the LA84 Foundation website.

For the WAHA Ice Cream Social, we will have lots of old-fashioned entertainments, along with a silent auction/raffle and 
other surprises -- all in all, a lovely way to while away a summer afternoon in Historic West Adams.

We are looking for volunteers (of course). If you would like to donate baked goods (cookies to munch on and especially cakes for 
the Cake Walk game) or items for the silent auction, please contact Suzanne Henderson at Events@WestAdamsHeritage.org. l

LICENSE #803052 BONDED AND INSURED

Take a little time to explore and meditate at a Saturday Afternoon at the Labyrinth. You’re invited to relax in a spectacular 
meditation garden, breathe beside water fountains, unwind by walking the labyrinth, and enjoy delicious treats. Leave 
recharged! The event is free (lght fare for sale), and labyrinth instructions will be available. l

Open Day at Peace Awareness Labyrinth
Saturday, September 10
12 to 4 p.m.
Peace Awareness Labyrinth and Gardens at the Guasti Villa, 3500 West Adams Blvd.
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N I C K  M E R C A D O

Y O U R 2 4 / 7 M I D - C I T Y
R E A L E S T A T E E X P E R T

Keller Williams Realty: DRE# 1430290 

Visit my new site at
www.laismyhome.com

cell 323.896.9955  |  office 323.300.1098  |  nick@laismyhome.com 

MEASURE YOUR 
SUCCESS!

You could be losing money ––
and not even know it.

  
Do you know what 

your business is worth? 
 

Are you paying your 
fair share in taxes?

I am a CPA dedicated to the success of 
small businesses, providing 

tax and consulting services to help 
you achieve success.

  
Call Corinne Pleger at 

323-954-3100.

Brakensiek Leavitt Pleger, LLP

Community matters

Daycare (ages 2-4)
Gramercy Family Center: The licensed childcare center of Gramercy Housing Group, provides full day care and 

developmentally appropriate curriculum for children ages 0 to 5. The 1,700 square foot center is divided into two separate age-
appropriate play rooms (3 months to 2 years and 2 to 5 years) and an outdoor play yard. Five full-time teachers supervise and 
care for the children. Newly renovated and re-opened in September 2006, the Gramercy Family Center is open to the children 
at GHG and to community children as well.

Gramercy Family Center is now enrolling children ages 2-4.  For more information, including a tour, please contact Joey 
Solomon, Executive Director at 323-737-7351 x 13. l

girl scouts - West adams Daisy/Brownie troop
A Girl Scout troop is forming in West Adams.  We all want our girls to become self-confident, strong, and compassionate.  

Joining a Girl Scout troop in your community can help your daughter become her best self and form life-long connections.  We 
are looking for girls entering K-2nd grades this summer who want to be in a Daisy/Brownie combined troop.  This is a child-
directed troop that will have highly involved parents that are essentially interested in being co-leaders with the other parents 
by hosting meetings a few times a year and attending and organizing special trips with their child.  Help her discover things 
about herself, connect with her community, and feel empowered to make a difference in her world.  And, through her journey 
she will have tons of FUN being a Girl Scout!

Contact Heidi Rudd (Gwendolyn’s mom) at Heidi@Ruddnet.net if you are interested in joining us.  Space is filling up quickly! l

Charter school
Many of us have been talking about the need for a charter school in our area for some time and a group of parents are 

trying to see if there is community interest in a K-6 elementary school modeled after Open Charter Magnet School and/or 
Larchmont Charter School.

If you’re interested e-mail me (at the address listed below):
Your name (and spouse), address, e-mail address, children’s name, birth date and date entering kindergarten. Please specify 

if you would like to volunteer.
This is time sensitive so please respond asap and also please tell anyone you think may be interested.
Much thanks, Mia Marano
miamarano@gmail.com  l

Opportunities for Kids (and Their Parents) 
in West Adams
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Preservation matters

Preservation Doesn’t Just Happen
by Jean Frost

August 2011 is the twentieth anniversary of the St. James Park and Twentieth Street 
National Register Districts.   In many ways, for many of us, this is where it all began.   It 
was here that a developer called our homes “chicken coops” and many different forces 
began to weigh and debate the vision for the future.  The Los Angeles Conservancy 
News praised the neighborhood efforts in an article entitled “Community Spirit Forges 
New National Register Districts,” in Volume 14, Number 1, dated January/February 1992.  It stated, “After years of painstaking 
research, fund raising events and countless community meetings, the Adams Dockweiler Organizing Committee (ADHOC) and 
the home owners in West Adams have cause for celebration.”

I was quoted that “The designation process has rekindled neighborhood pride and strengthened our sense of community 
identity…Many of the long term residents are of different cultural and ethnic backgrounds.  They responded to preservation as 
a way to save their neighborhood.”  The article commented on the diversity aspects of the district and the community strength. 
“While the residents of the neighborhood banded together to further the designation, opposition came from off-site property 
owners who hoped to capitalize on development in the area.”  The article quoted David Raposa saying, “It was unfortunate that 
the off-site owners were so misinformed about the restrictions of designation…in my way of thinking association with a Historic 
District can only add to the value of property.  I think that the response from the resident owners supports that.”

It was a hopeful group that travelled to Sacramento for the hearing before 
the State Historic Resources Commission:  Carson Anderson, Sergio Gutman, 
Rafael Garcia, Tom Florio, Jim Childs, and I, with our hopes very high and 
embarking on what was a new journey.   It was a time when we felt we all 
could make a difference.

A developer came to the hearing in opposition and taped the proceedings.  He 
had earlier sent an emissary into the neighborhood along with a notary to seek 
opposition letters.  He alleged incorrectly that if these Districts were passed you 
would have to do an EIR to repair your porch.  He sought opposition letters and 
none were given.  There was widespread support from many neighbors who did 
not have the chance to go to Sacramento.  Gloria Alcaraz Riggs, Richard Woods, 
Susan Peck, and many others.  There was no opposition from any resident. 

On May 3, 1991 both the St. James Park Historic District and the Twentieth 
Street Historic District received unanimous approval from the State Historic 
Resources Commission.  The Keeper of the National Register recognized the 

Districts on August 27, 1991.
The Conservancy in their article stated they “would like to commend the volunteers and property owners whose support 

made these districts possible.  Additionally we would like to recognize Carson Anderson architectural historian for his 
meticulous work in preparing the nomination forms and Marilyn Lortie of the State Office for her guidance and assistance in 
fine tuning the nominations.”

This was long before the days when HPOZs were recognized as a keystone to neighborhood revitalization.  We have indeed 
come a long way.  Some of the creators of 
this agenda area gone, moved away or are 
watching us from a higher plane.  But what 
a glorious time it was.  With WAHA, please 
celebrate the twentieth anniversary year and 
recognize how far we have come. l

PHOTOS (Above and right): The Twentieth Street 
Historic District in consists of  a row of  Bungalow and 
Craftsman style houses in the 900 block on the south side 
of  20th Street. The homes were designed by W. Wayman 
Watts and built in the early part of  the 20th Century. 
The district was added to the National Register of  
Historic Places in 1991. The St. James Park District 
(plaque, top right) features homes with a mix of  Classical 
Revival, Craftsman and Queen Anne styles.
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Who Is Martin Weil?
The first recipient of the Martin Weil Award was quite appropriately Martin Weil himself.  How grateful we are that we 

could honor him during his lifetime and that the award is legacy created in 2006 in his name.
Martin Eli Weil was a leading restoration architect and a founding member and past president of the Los Angeles Conservancy. 

He was involved in the restoration of landmark structures such as the El Capitan Theatre and the Frank Lloyd Wright-designed Storer 
House in the Hollywood Hills.  Martin was dedicated, funny, irascible, demanding and always there for you when you passionately 
fought to preserve an historic structure.  He was there for the mansions and the vernacular houses because he truly understood 
that these were all part of the context of a neighborhood.  How much easier it is –if it is ever easy- to fight to preserve the Stearns 
Dockweiler or the Doheny Mansion than a simple but important historic structure or for that matter, to defend open space.

Martin Weil did all of that – he did site inspections, attended hearings, explained the Secretary of Interiors Standards and 
supported West Adams.  He led the AB283 site review when the City was required to have zoning conform to the community 
plan, the result of a case brought by the Friends of Westwood v. City of Los Angeles.  (In many instances the zoning was more 
dense than the Community Plan allowed which led to developers believing they had greater development rights than those 
to which they actually were entitled.)

Martin owned the only Green and Greene house in the City of Los Angeles – the Lucy E. Wheeler residence.  Weil was 
nationally recognized and locally revered.

The Martin Weil Award is very special to the West Adams Heritage Association.  It is the only award specifically given for 
preservation activities.  The Historic Preservation Committee meets and makes a recommendation to the WAHA Board which 
approves the selection.  This year’s award is to Vice President Eric Bronson.   He was not present at the Board vote – he was 
late for that Board meeting. 

Eric Bronson approaches preservation in a low key but effective manner.  He is always there when someone has a question 
whether it is the Board, the Historic Preservation Committee or a member.  For many years he, with Tom Florio, headed the 
WAHA Zoning and Planning Committee.  He has rehabilitated many homes in West Adams and lead numerous “how to” 
workshops.  He was a key figure in getting a house painted “barn raising style” in Harvard Heights.  He tracks changes to 
the California Environmental Quality Act and circulates court cases to the Historic Preservation Committee.   The fact that 
“Chef Eric” also cooks at the main dinner house for the WAHA tour is simply another side of a family man that manages to 
balance family, preservation, time and work.  His guidance and input is always valued comments are made on environmental 
documents whether they be Mitigated Negative Declarations (MNDs) or Environmental Impact Reports (EIRs).

Eric’s low key, calm and effective leadership is very welcome when preservation and planning emergency heats up and 
situations become tense.  WAHA has treasured his guidance and the Historic Preservation Committee of which he is a part 
truly is enabled by his presence.

So many people do so many things.  The Historic Preservation Committee members all work very hard for preservation so 
it is difficult to single out one person.  There are others on the Committee – Roland Souza, Rory Cunningham, Mitzi Mogul, 
David Raposa, Jim Childs, Mitzi Mogul, and John Patterson – all who contribute to the preservation effort.  And as Eric stated 
in accepting the award, it really should go jointly to Eric Bronson and to Darby Bayliss, his spouse.  After Martin, the second 
award was bestowed jointly to Jean Frost and Jim Childs (joint) and the third honoree was David Raposa.  Traditionally the 
award is given at the Historic Preservation Event which is in the spring (April or May.)   

Jim Childs produced this year’s Preservation Celebration with able assistance from John Patterson, Lisa Schoening, Mitzi 
Mogul, Laura Meyers, Susie Henderson, and Jean Cade, among others.  We enjoyed Mimosas, bagels from everyone’s favorite 
oldtime Brooklyn Bagel Bakery, and a brief talk by preservation architect Tom Michali of M2A Architects.

Michali presented, as a Case Study, the sensitive restoration and adaptive reuse of the John L. Garner Residence, 785 West 
Adams.  Michali is a graduate of the Southern California Institute of Architecture (B. Arch 1977). With a specific interest in 
the preservation and reuse of historic structures, Michali served as chairman on the Preservation Committee on the Board of 
Directors for the Los Angeles Conservancy, and has lectured on the subject at local and regional conferences.   He was also 
a guiding voice for the development for the University Park HPOZ Preservation Plan.  The Craftsman style Garner Residence, 
was constructed as a single family home in 1909, and designed by architects Hunt, Eager & Burns. When restoration and 
alterations are completed it will house the new MSMC Student Services Center. Since the historic structure is also within the 
University Park HPOZ, review was additionally required by the UP-HPOZ Board. Given its status as a National Register listed 
building a rigorous oversight for complying with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and Guidelines was mandated. This 
action included a specific historic assessment report, which was prepared by the Historic Resources Group.   

The Historic Preservation Committee wishes to thank Mount St. Mary’s College and in particular President Jacqueline 
powers Doud, Ms. Barbara Tell and Mr. Carlos Garcia for their cooperation in making this event possible. l

WaHa matters

Martin Eli Weil Preservation Award Presented to Eric Bronson
by Jean Frost
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  Become a member (or renew)! 
Annual Membership

Name(s) _______________________________________
  _____________________________________
Address:  _____________________________________
  _____________________________________
Phone: ________________________________________
E-mail: ________________________________________
Membership classification (check one)
____ Individual/Household  . . . . . . . . . . $  45.00
____ Senior/Student . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $  25.00
____ Preservation Circle . . . . . . . . . . . . . $  100.00
____ Business/Corporate . . . . . . . . . . . . . $  200.00
____ Heritage Circle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $  250.00
____ Patron Circle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $  500.00
____ Benefactor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,000.00

Please make check payable to WAHA.
Return to:  WAHA
  2263 S. Harvard Blvd
  Historic West Adams
  Los Angeles, CA 90018 

____ Please DO NOT include my name, address, e-mail, or 
telephone  in the WAHA membership directory.

Membership application
We support preservation of  the West Adams community’s architectural 

heritage and beautification activities, and seek to educate Los Angeles’ 
citizens and others about cultural heritage and restoration techniques.

BoarD of DireCtors
officers
John Patterson, President 213-216-0887
Roland Souza, Vice-President 310-392-1056
Jean Cade, Treasurer 323-737-5034

Board members
Eric Bronson 323-737-1163 
SeElcy Caldwell  323-292-8566
Jean Frost 213-748-1656
Cheryl Francis Harrington
Suzanne Henderson 323-731-3900
Lore Hilburg 323-737-4444
Candy Wynne 323-735-3749

aDvisor
Harold Greenberg, Legal Advisor 323-732-9536

2263 S. Harvard Boulevard
Historic West Adams

Los Angeles Califomia 90018
323-735-WAHA (323-735-9242) 

www.WestAdamsHeritage.org

WaHa e-mails
John patterson  

President: president@westadamsheritage.org
 

Jean frost  

Historic Preservation: preservation@westadamsheritage.org 

suzanne Henderson  

Events Chair: events@westadamsheritage.org

flo selfman  

Public Relations Consultant: publicity@westadamsheritage.org  
 

lindsay Wiggins 

Tours Committee: tours@westadamsheritage.org 
 

Membership Committee: membership@westadamsheritage.org 
 

laura meyers  

Editor: news@westadamsheritage.org
  

leslie evans

Webmaster: web@westadamsheritage.org
©2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.

An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Celebrating 100 Years

hancock park north
office  323.464.9272

hancock park south
office  323.462.0867 

Preserving the Trust

hancock park

John Winther, Manager

Truly Remarkable Service

WAHA....Creating Our Future by Preserving Our Past
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WAHA CLASSIFIEDS

WAHAclassifieds
ADVERTISE HERE!   
Advertisers are responsible for preparing 
their own camera-ready art for display ads. 
To place a display ad, call John Patterson at 
213-216-0887. WAHA classifieds are free to 
paid members. If you can, please e-mail your 
classified ad to lauramink@aol.com.  Classifieds 
will be for one month only. 

Please Note: WAHA 
does not endorse or 
claim responsibility 
for any of  the 
services, products or 
items for sale that 
advertisers have listed 
in these pages.

need a reliable sitter who can watch your kids and drive them to wherever they need to be? Or someone who can clean your home without 
having to worry about things getting stolen? Call Suzanne at 323-731-5541.

100s of doors for sale. Call Roland, (323) 804-6070.

Roommate Wanted? Vintage Stove for Sale? Garden Plants in Search of New Home? Place your classified ad here to reach preservation-minded 
readers. Contact lauramink@aol.com, NO LATER THAN the first of the prior month. 

ADVERTISING RATES   
FOR DISPLAY ADS
This Newsletter is published 10 times a year
full page: $175 monthly; $1,800 annually
Half page: $90 monthly; $950 annually
1/4 page (41/2 x 41/2): $48 monthly; $500 annually
Business Card (33/4 x 21/4): $25 monthly, $260 annually
The deadline for ad content is the 1st of the prior month.

MEMBER DISCOUNTS
The following companies offer discounts to WAHA members. 

Remember to show your WAHA membership card when you 

make your purchase.

Silverlake Architectural Salvage

1085 Manzanita Street, Silverlake, 

323-667-2875

20% discount on all purchases

Ted Gibson, Inc. 

2866 West 7th St. Los Angeles 90005, 

213-382-9195

20% discount on purchases of  art materials and 

picture frames

Best Lock and Safe Service contact: David Kim

2203 W. Venice Blvd., Los Angeles, 323-733-7716

10% discount on lock and safe labor and materials

Washington Dog & Cat Hospital

1692 W. Washington Boulevard, Los Angeles, 

323-735-0291

50% off  office exams

Meyers Roofing

5048 W. Jefferson Blvd., 323-733-0188

10% discount

Lighthouse Stained Glass

5155 Melrose, 323-465-4475

20% discount off  regular class prices with WAHA 

membership card

Cafe Club Fais Do Do

5257 West Adams Blvd., 323-954-8080

No cover charge at door, and 20% discount on all meals.

Sherwin-Williams

1367 Venice Blvd. 213-365-2471

20% off  regular product price (with WAHA discount card)

Durousseau Electric

2526 W. Jefferson Blvd. 323-734-2424 or 

323-734-6149 (cell)

10-15% discount on electrical services

Lady Effie’s Tea Parlor

453 East Adams Boulevard, 213-749-2204

10% discount on all food purchases

Los Angeles Stripping & Finishing Center

1120 N. San Fernando Road, 323-225-1073

5% discount on any single service order over $1000.

No special discount on materials.

Lucky Chimney Sweep 

Contact: Susan and Alfredo Johnson, 11433 Ruggiero 

Ave., Sylmar, CA, 91342, 323-258-0828 

10% discount on: masonry repair and restoration, 

chimney cleaning

Magic Care Termite Service

1840 W. 220th St., Suite 320, Torrance 90501, 

310-548-6700

15% discount

Pasadena Architectural Salvage

305 S. San Gabriel Blvd, Pasadena (Tues-Sun), 

626-535-9655 www.pasadenaarchitecturalsalvage.com

10% discount on all purchases

Papa Cristo’s Taverna

2771 West Pico Blvd. 323-737-2970

10% discount on catered food orders

8th Avenue Cafe

Inside Ken’s Market, 8400 South 8th Ave., Inglewood

323-294-9706, www.purelycatering.com

20% discount on 1st visit – 10% for each later visit

True Synergy, Inc. (Gena Davis)

www.mytruesynergy.com,  310-292-4948
FREE 30-minute coaching session

McCabe Property Management

2461 Santa Monica Blvd., #235, Santa Monica 

310-828-4829; fax 310-828-7959

www.mccabbepropertymanagement.com

Reduced set-up fee of  $50 for any property ($150 savings)

Ti-KEN Personal Account Manager 

310-701-2399; fax 310-828-7959

ti.ken.manager@gmail.com

Reduced set-up fee of  $100 for new account ($150 savings)

Port Royal Antiques

1858 West Jefferson Blvd. 323-734-8704

10% discount

Real Door

3125 La Cienega 310-836-2687 www.realdoor.com

10% discount on products and services

Vintage Plumbing Bathroom Antiques

9939 Canoga Avenue, Chatsworth, 818-772-1721

(hours: by appointment only)

10% discount on purchases at Chatsworth facility

Boulevard Vacuum & Sewing Machine Co.

5086 W. Pico Boulevard, 323-938-2661

10% discount on sale of  new vacuums, and vacuum 

service & repair

Jonathan Bert Rollup Window Screens

626-359-0513

5% discount on repairs or installations of  rollup screens

A CALL TO MEMBERS
If  you frequent a local business — retail store, 
restaurant, service provider, etc. — ask them if  they 
would offer a discount to WAHA members. Explain 
that they’d benefit from the increased exposure to local 
consumers, and be listed in the WAHA monthly 
newsletter. Or, call me at 323-733-6869 and I‘ll 
contact them –– Steve Wallis
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aDDress CorreCtion reQuesteD

2263 S. Harvard Boulevard
Historic West Adams
Los Angeles Califomia 90018

Calendar
Upcoming Events 
Look for more details on upcoming events on 
WAHA’s website, www.WestAdamsHeritage.org

The WAHA Matters Newsletter is a publication of the West Adams Heritage Association.  Members and supporters of WAHA are invited to submit articles to 
the Newsletter.  Letters will be published subject to space constraints and will be cut for length if necessary.  Articles will be published subject to acceptance by 
the editors of the WAHA Board.  Advertising is subject to the approval of the publishers.  Although the Association appreciates its many fine advertisers, the 
Association does not accept responsibility for claims made by advertisers.  Services and products are not tested and appearance of advertising does not imply, 
nor does it constitute, endorsement by the West Adams Heritage Association.  Copyright 2011. All rights for graphic and written material appearing in the 
newsletter are reserved. Contact Director of Publications for permission.

WAHA
West Adams Heritage Association

WAHA’s Annual 
Ice Cream Social

WAHA scoops up some fun
on the grounds of  
the Britt Mansion

(2141 West Adams Blvd. @ Gramercy)

What better 
way to spend 

a summer 
afternoon than 

eating ice cream 
and other sweets, 
and socializing 
with neighbors? 
Please join us!

Sunday, August 28    
1-4 p.m. 

(See page 1 for complete information)

august
sunday, 28, 1-4 p.m.: 
Ice Cream Social (see page 1)

septemBer
saturday, september 24: 
Living History Tour at Angelus Rosedale 
Cemetery (see page 1)

oCtoBer
sunday, october 2: 
Macaroni and Cheese Cook-off Potluck

saturday, october 29: 
Potluck and Film, The Uninvited

WAHA....Creating Our Future by Preserving Our Past


