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Raphael Soriano’s Lukens House at A Crossroad 

West Adams Matters
“To the Manor Reborn” in Harvard Heights 

WAHA will celebrate the holiday season with To the Manor Reborn in Harvard Heights, at the 24th Annual Holiday 
Historic Homes Tour and Progressive Dinner, on Saturday, December 4, and Sunday, December 5. We’ll make merry amid 
bright lights and bedecked homes, toasting the season with champagne and an enticing holiday feast.

The tour will take place in one of Historic West Adams’ unique and distinctive neighborhoods – one that is a favorite of 
film and television location scouts (indeed, a number of the homes on this year’s tour were featured in the TV series “Monk”). 

In 1899, the land bounded by what are now Western and Normandie Avenues, 
Pico Boulevard and the Santa Monica Freeway was mostly vacant. Indeed, Western 
was no more than a “narrow dirt crossroad” while the Pico Street electric train line 
from downtown ended a half-mile east. Charles F. Stuart’s farm sat at the corner of 
Western and Washington, while Henry C. Jensen’s brick manufacturing operation 
occupied “the east side of Western between 16th and Washington,” according to 
the City Directory. Mostly there was dust, sagebrush and barley.

Nonetheless, several local businessmen decided to build a golf course at this 
country location. The opening of the new Los Angeles Country Club, the “Pico and 
Western Links” located to the north and west of the intersection, was the social 

Four years ago this month, WAHA stepped out of its usual comfort zone of preserving Victorian and Craftsman homes, 
and embarked on a Don Quixote-like quest to save an overgrown wreck of Modernist architecture. Truly, some people 
scratched their heads in disbelief. 

The Glenn Lukens Home and Studio at 3524 West 27th Street, designed in 
1939 by the architect Raphael Soriano, is one of the few architect-designed 
Modernist buildings in all of West Adams.  It is also one of the few extant 
Soriano residences in Los Angeles. And, it is a mess.

In 2006, the nuisance abatement unit of the City’s Building & Safety 
Department sought to have the property completely abated and demolished as 
a nuisance. Eric Bronson, Stevie Stern and I spent seven hours at a Building & 
Safety Commission hearing – in effect, holding hands with an unlikely partner, 
Ron Carroll, the man who brought ruination to the residence – to argue its 
historical importance. By day’s end – after Carroll lost control and told the 

by Laura Meyers

(continued on page 10)

(continued on page 6)

Tour Grand Historic Homes and Enjoy A Sumptuous Feast at WAHA’s 24th Annual Holiday Tour, December 4 & 5 

WAHA Membership Potluck
Saturday, November 13     3 to 6 p.m.
1915 Virginia Road (Wellington Square)

You’re invited to a Potluck gathering of friends and good cheer at Georgia 
Toliver’s historic – and artistic – Wellington Square home. First laid out in 1913, 
Wellington Square grew up in the 1920s, and today its gracious blocks are filled 
with many Spanish, Tudor, Norman, and other Revival styles of the period, along 
with some examples of earlier Craftsman homes. Toliver’s striking Spanish Colonial 
Revival home was designed by P.O. Reynolds and built by James B. Hardman in 
1932. Both inside and out, the attention to detail is impressive, from stained and 
leaded glass windows, original wrought iron, beamed and coved ceilings, and 
decorative tiled bathrooms and kitchen. Please bring a plate of “finger foods” to 
share – sweet or savory, but bite-sized, please. 
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Another Pending Landmark

West adams has another neW hCm

West Adams is home to Los Angeles’s only 
remaining Greene and Greene-designed residence, 
located at 2175 Cambridge St.. Now it is about to 
be designated officially as a landmark (although 
its historic character is already protected as a 
Contributor to the Harvard Heights HPOZ, and 
through an easement with the Los Angeles 
Conservancy.) At its meeting held on October 26,  
the Los Angeles City Council’s Planning and Land 
Use Management Committee recommended that 
the entire City Council “approve the inclusion of the 
Lucy E. Wheeler/Martin E. Weil House in the list of 
Historic-Cultural Monuments.” At press time, that 
action was pending. l

Los Angeles City Council Votes to Designate Endangered Mansion
On the heels of the Los Angeles Cultural Heritage Commission voting in July to designate the c. 1914 mansion at 3724 West 

27th St. as a Historic Cultural Monument (renaming it the “Hauerwaas-Kusayanagi Residence”), the Los Angeles City Council 
voted on October 27 to accept the Commission’s recommendation and add the property to the City’s list of historic resources. 

The nomination was prepared by Anne Marie Brooks. 
WAHA and residents of Jefferson Park were following this case closely. After it was in the nomination and hearing process, 

but before the Commission acted, the property had changed hands. The sellers had properly marketed the mansion as 
historic, and disclosed to the buyers that the Hauerwaas-Kusayanagi Residence was in fact about to be designated as a historic 
landmark. Community members also told the buyer of the property’s potential historic status. The buyer has stated that he 
plans to build an SB1818 affordable housing project on the site, so the historic preservation community still has work to do to 
ensure an outcome that is sensitive to the historic character of the residence as well as the neighborhood.

The house was built for Lucy Hauerwaas, the wealthy widow of John A. Hauerwaas, a German immigrant who made 
his fortune by investing in local real estate and the Wieland Brewery. The second owner, Dr. Masako Kusayanagi, a second 
generation Japanese-American, purchased the property in 1937. She resided there until she and her family were forcibly 

relocated to the Manzanar 
Relocation camp during WWII. 
Her family retained ownership 
of the house until 1954.  Logan 
Westbrooks, a prominent 
African-American recording 
executive, purchased the 
property in 1983 and sold it in 
1998 to Father Flanagan’s Boys 
and Girls Home. 

Now that it has been offically 
designated by the City Council, 
the Hauerwaas-Kusayanagi 
Residence will be the first Historic 
Cultural Monument associated 
with the Japanese-American 
heritage in Jefferson Park. l
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President’s Message by John Patterson

John Patterson may be reached by e-mail at President@WestAdamsHeritage.org

“Trailblazing Women” at Angelus Rosedale 
Cemetery A Great Success!

(More photos of our wonderful actors  on page 12)

Our WAHA volunteers continue to come through – and with their assistance, bringing great success to our fundraising 
efforts.  A hearty thanks to all who helped make this year’s Living History Tour one of the most successful we’ve seen in a 
number of years.  Combining a unique concept of an all-female cast of important “Trailblazing Women,” with timely and 
organized marketing, we succeeded in actually raising a significant amount of money this year!  We hope to extend the 
impact of the educational value of our efforts, by taking one or two of our “suffragettes” to some of our local schools 
during the coming year, to underscore the 100th anniversary in California of the “Woman’s Right to Vote.”

We also just concluded another first: a collaboration with Pasadena Heritage, which brought almost 200 of their annual 
Craftsman Weekend guests on an exclusive excursion to Historic West Adams.  Many had never been to West Adams before, 
and were thrilled to see the extensive number of Craftsman-era homes that populate our neighborhoods. Several expressed 
delight in the opportunity to return in December to participate in our Holiday Progressive Dinner, which will explore the 
manors of Harvard Heights.  A great big thank you to all who volunteered as docents, and especially to our wonderful 
homeowners who so graciously opened their homes to our out-of-town guests!

A delightful “Hoedown” was hosted earlier this month by Suzie and Don Henderson, bringing back WAHA’s beloved 
potlucks.  Guests not only enjoyed seeing friends and sharing some great food, but also experienced a good amount of 
country line dancing and square dancing – with the help of a wonderful caller who kept the allemands and doe-si-does 
going all afternoon.  Be sure to catch a glimpse of the fun on WAHA’s facebook page.  Another potluck is planned for 
early November.

It’s so fulfilling to see the outpouring of support and camaraderie from our many members and friends.  As most of 
you know, the Holiday Tour is our most important fundraiser of the year, and as such, requires the largest contingent of 
volunteers.  To facilitate organizing those who would like to lend a hand, we’ve established a new email address: Volunteer@
WestAdamsHeritage.org.  If you haven’t helped out on this event in the past, our Holiday tour is a really exciting way to 
initiate the season, and it helps us fund our preservation efforts as well as our community activities throughout the year.  
We’ll look forward to welcoming some new faces in the coming weeks!

Pictured counter-clockwise: Sharlene Choy as Anna May 
Wong; Maahra Hill as Georgia Hill Robinson; Leah Miller 
as Minnie Roswell Langstadter; and Marianne Muellerleile 
performing as Caroline Severance.

WAHA presented the annual Living History Tour at Angelus Rosedale Cemetery on one 
of the hottest days of this year, but the show went on without a hitch. For this event, actors 
portray, at graveside, historic personages who are “permanent residents” buried at the 
cemetery. This year we portrayed nine pioneering women –– a group of women who were 
social reformers and the first in their fields –– to the acclaim of all who attended. And many 
people did attend -- we sold out! Thank you to all who helped support this event.
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Stepping out
Rancho Los Cerritos Celebrates the 
Harvest, and the Christmas Holiday
Sunday, November 14 and Sunday, November  28 (garden tours)
Saturday and Sunday, December 11 and 12 (candlelight 
Navidad holiday tours)
Rancho Los Cerritos, 4600 Virginia Road (Long Beach)

The Rancho Los Cerritos Historic Site is a public museum open for tours, 
programs and events, including two days of Autumn garden tours in November, 
and candlelight holiday (Navidad) tours the weekend of December 11-12. 

Built in 1844, the adobe home and grounds echo with the rich history of 
Spanish, Mexican and American California and with the families who helped 
transform Southern California from its ranching beginnings to a modern, 
urban society. The two-story Monterey-style adobe is primarily furnished to reflect occupants and lifestyles from the 1860s-1880s. The 

site, a National, State and Long Beach Historic Landmark, also includes historic gardens and a research 
library and archives. It is owned by the City of Long Beach.

In 1784 a Spanish soldier, Manuel Nieto, received a grant of 300,000 acres as a reward for his 
military service and to encourage settlement in California. Nieto’s acreage was reduced in 1790 
because of a dispute with the Mission San Gabriel, but he still laid claim to 167,000 acres stretching 
from the hills north of Whittier to the sea, and from today’s Los Angeles River to the Santa Ana River. 
Nieto constructed a dwelling for his family near the present town of Whittier, stocked the land with 
cattle and horses, and cultivated corn. Upon his death in 1804, his children inherited his property. 

After years of joint ownership, Nieto’s lands were formally divided into six parcels in 1834. 
Daughter Manuela Cota received the area known as Rancho Los Cerritos (“Ranch of the Little Hills”), 
approximately 27,000 acres bordered on the west by the (now) Los Angeles River and on the south 
by the Pacific Ocean. She and husband Guillermo built several adobes on the land and raised twelve 
children, as well as cattle and crops. Following her death, her heirs sold the Rancho to Massachusetts-
born John Temple in December, 1843. 

Temple constructed the present two-story Monterey-style adobe in 1844 as headquarters for his large-scale cattle operation. To 
supplement his mercantile business in Los Angeles, he pastured as many as 15,000 head and engaged in the lucrative hide and tallow 
trade. Although Rancho Los Cerritos was only used by Temple as a summer home and he maintained his main residence in Los Angeles, 
much care and expense was lavished on an elaborate formal garden at the Rancho. Significant trees from this time still exist. 

In 1866 Temple sold his rancho to he firm Flint, Bixby & Co. for $20,000. Rancho Los Cerritos remained occupied by the Bixby 
family until the mid-1940s, and was acquired by the City of Long Beach in 1955. Sarah Bixby Smith penned these words about 
the Rancho’s gardens back in the 1920s:

Don Juan built a garden miles from anywhere;
Fenced in from the mesa, four wide acres there.

To mark off beds and pathways he brought brick around the Horn,
And there behind his ten-foot fence, a garden rare was born.

First planted by John “Don Juan” Temple in the 1840s, the gardens and grounds reflect over 100 years of change.  Some 
trees date to the 1840s when John Temple, owner of the 27,000-acre Rancho from 1844-1866, planted the first garden.  In 
1931, renowned landscape architect Ralph Cornell created an estate garden for Llewellyn Sr. and Avis Bixby, preserving 
Temple’s remaining trees, reintroducing flora that was here in the 19th century, and adding fruit trees and native plants. 

Explore the landscape with a 
docent-led tour, on the second 
and fourth Sundays in November, 
November 14 and 28. These free tours 
are offered on the half hour at 1:30, 
2:30 and 3:30 p.m., and at this time of 
year, visitors can expect to see late fall 
fruit (persimmons, pomegranates), 

Don Juan Temple and his family

Don Juan Temple’s 19th century garden

(continued on next page)
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Around the house MEASURE YOUR SUCCESS!

You could be losing money and not even know it.
  

Do you know what your business is worth? 
 

Are you paying your fair share in taxes?

I am a CPA dedicated to the success of small businesses, 
providing tax and consulting services to help 

you achieve success.  
Call Corinne Pleger at 

323-954-3100.

Brakensiek Leavitt Pleger, LLP

WE’RE SOLD OUT!
KNOW ANYONE WHO WANTS TO SELL?

NOW IS ABSOLUTELY THE TIME!
WE’RE SEEING MULTIPLE OFFERS AGAIN—

INTEREST RATES ARE LOW!

Downtown Los Angeles, Beverly Hills and Sherman Oaks

J O H N  A A RO E  G RO U P

www.JohnAaroeGroup.com

Natalie Neith & Ken Catbagan
Specializing in Historic

& Architecturally Properties

AVAILABLE:
Lot in Silverlake, $397,500: On Descanso-with plans for lot split & 2 homes

Bank-owned house in Sylmar, $299,900: 11611 Eldridge, 4+2, plus bonus bath

JUST SOLD:
3701 W Adams Blvd

3748 Dalton
2823 Brighton

5128 Miriam, Highland Park
4519 Sunnycrest

IN ESCROW:
2122 Bonsallo

20611 Amie, Torrance
1955 Taft

2414 9th Ave
8561-63 W Olympic Blvd

SHORT SALE IN PROCESS
3704-06 W 36th St

Welcome Your New Neighbor, Tony Cortese!

Natalie Neith
323.317.9696

neith@natalieneith.com
DRE# 01045639

Ken Catbagan
323.317.9697

ken@natalieneith.com
DRE# 01257984

www.Catbagan-Neithteam.com

Harbor City Molding
By Charlie Jenkins

We have found an affordable source for molding and shiplap 
in a small locally owned sawmill in Harbor City. I bought a 1913 
Craftsman in Arlington Heights and needed to replace some 
shiplap on the house. I only needed 60 feet. I tried finding it 
already cut but this was not possible because of the pattern. 
I therefore started to look into getting it made. Everywhere 
I called said it was going to cost $1,300 to $1,800 due to the 
saw set up fees. My paint contractor, Patrick Bustad, told me 
to check with Harbor City to see if they could make it. I called 
and spoke to Andre and he asked me to bring him a sample of 
what I wanted. After five minutes he agreed that they could 
help me. I had two sizes and they could make both for the 
reasonable price of $850. My shiplap was made quickly, exactly 
to pattern and without any hassle. 

I highly recommend them.   
Located in Harbor City, California, Harbor City Molding 

offers custom molding for residential and commercial 
purposes. They specialize in wood molding for custom and 
historical homes. From crown molding to base and casing, 
they have everything you need all in one place. 

In business for 35 years, Harbor City Molding features 
27 different molding designs. You can always count on the 
family-owned and locally operated company for a great 
selection, competitive prices, and special orders. They offer 
prompt turnaround for in-stock items or special orders. 
   For more information, visit the website at: 
www.HarborCityMoulding.net 
310-326-3165
5101 S Normandie Avenue, Harbor City, CA 90710-2407  
Monday – Friday, 7:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. l

Toyon berries beginning to take on their red color, and the 
golden gingko.   If entertaining guests over Thanksgiving, 
consider showing off the gardens with a stroll that Sunday--and 
work off a few calories!   

Tickets go on sale for Navidad in Early California after 
November 1. These popular Candlelight Tours will take place 
on Saturday and Sunday, December 11 and 12, and tours will 
begin every 10 minutes between 5:30 and 7:30 p.m.   

Experience a December evening in 1850 as you tour the 
Temples’ home by candlelight, meet their guests, and enjoy 
seasonal decorations including colorful nacimientos and greenery.  
Listen in as young men and women practice the “Pastorela,” a 
popular morality play, which they will perform in homes around 
the Los Angeles plaza on Christmas Eve.  As you tour the site you 
will learn about Mexican and early American holiday festivities, 
while also getting a glimpse of daily life, economic viewpoints 
and the changing landscape of the Los Angeles region.   

Cost is $10 for the general public.  To make a reservation, 
call (562) 570-1755 or visit  www.rancholoscerritos.org, check 
the calendar section and download a reservation form. l   

Rancho Los Cerritos
continued from prior page
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Waha matters

event of the season, with an orchestra playing the latest hits, like “There’ll Be A 
Hot Time in the Old Town Tonight.” Hundreds of guests – most of the prominent 
members of Los Angeles Society – arrived by surreys, bicycles and trolleys.

Soon began a wild decade of growth in the areas east of the country club and 
Western Avenue. South of Washington Boulevard were erected mansions, each 
worth a whopping $50,000 or more. 

To the north, where this year’s annual Holiday Historic Homes Tour and Progressive 
Dinner, “To the Manor Reborn,” will be held, many impressive two-story residences 
were built, many in a fashionable Craftsman style displaying Tudor influences. 

In this neighborhood, now collectively called “Harvard Heights,” nearly a dozen 
different subdivisions were laid out soon after the turn of the century, including the 
Electric Heights tract, and the Westmoreland Heights tract. Streets bore the names of 
famous colleges, such as Harvard, Oxford, Cambridge and Hobart, which helped to 
give the neighborhood an upscale reputation. Too, a land covenant stipulated that 
all houses built within these tracts must cost more than $2,500, a sum substantial 
enough to result in homes that were often grand in scale. 

Prominent architects worked feverishly in Harvard Heights. Today Harvard Heights 
boasts the only existing Greene and Greene house in Los Angeles, as well as homes designed by the Heinemann brothers, 
Hunt and Eager, and A.M. Edelman. Perhaps no architect was more prolific than Frank M. Tyler, who designed dozens of 
homes in this and nearby neighborhoods, and who lived for a time on Oxford.

In days gone by, a stroll in Harvard Heights might have brought you in contact with Arthur Selberg, a world-class aviator; 
the builder of the city’s first movie palaces, Henry C. Jensen; Leslie G. Canfield, the lead saxophonist in Paul Whiteman’s 
orchestra or Edward Trinkkeller, the master ironworker who designed the gates at Hearst Castle.

One of the homes on this year’s Holiday Tour was erected by Jensen, who arrived in Los Angeles in 1887 and began 
producing bricks (a trade he learned from his father in Germany) used for construction throughout Southern California. 

Jensen also began to buy up land in what became Harvard Heights and, across Western Avenue, Angelus Vista. Jensen 
was the developer for Westmoreland Heights, and he also designed and built several beautiful homes in the area, including 
his residence at 1728 Westmoreland Blvd. – where he and his family lived until his death in 1944 – and the extravagant 
home across the street at 1731 Westmoreland Blvd. But the public’s imagination was captured by Jensen’s extravagant movie 

palaces, including the Raymond 
Theater in Pasadena. These 
movie palaces, managed with his 
sons Walter and Robert, were 
fitting settings for the romantic 
escapist fare produced by the 
growing film industry, and the 
Jazz Age society of the 1920s 
flocked to Jensen theaters in 
great numbers.

Following the stock market 
crash and the westward 
migration of residents to 
Hancock Park and Beverly Hills, 
many of the large residences 
were carved into boarding 
houses or board-and-care 
facilities. After decades of urban 
blight, residents took action in 
the 1980s and 1990s, forming a 
strong neighborhood association 
with active members from the 

To the Manor Reborn Holiday Tour
continued from page 1
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David Raposa • Broker/Owner
323-734-2001

City Living Realty has been selling architectural treasures in 
Historic West Adams since 1981. 

AVAILABLE
Spacious Jefferson Park Bungalow –– Century-old charm combined with 
modern updates. Hardwood floors, painted trim., two fireplaces, 2 BR, 
1 BA. Jefferson Park is pending HPOZ status. Probate -- needs court 
approval (no loan contingency). $310,000.   David Raposa

Rare Offering: L.A.’s only Greene & Greene Residence.  The Lucy 
E. Wheeler Residence, c. 1905., is the former home of noted restoration 
architect Martin Eli Weil. Protected by a conservancy easement, the 
Wheeler Residence is located in the Harvard Heights HPOZ historic 
district in West Adams. Original lighting and built-ins, 2,600 square feet, 
4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths. $699,000.   David Raposa

Jefferson Park Bungalow –– Needs restoration. Original woodwork 
(painted), 2 BR, 1 BA, inglenook, built-ins and great windows. Probate, 
needs court approval. $229,000.  David Raposa

Opportunity to Shape A Streetscape –– Four Craftsman/Victorian homes 
in a row in Harvard Heights HPOZ. Each property has an intact historic 
exterior but the interiors have been altered. All need TLC to restore to 
single family use and bring into compliance with city codes. Angel(s) 
needed! -- perfect for a group of friends to purchase adjacent homes. 
Asking prices range from $345,000 to $395,000.  David Raposa 

IN ESCROW
Jefferson Park Bungalow –– Adam Janeiro, Buyer’s agent
Arlington Heights Landmark –– Suzanne Henderson, Buyer’s agent
Kinney Heights Restored Craftsman with lauded eco-sensitive 
landscaping ––  David Raposa, Seller’s and Buyer’s agent

SOLD
Valley Classic –– Adam Janeiro, Buyer’s agent

David Raposa, 
Suzanne Henderson, Adam Janeiro, 
Darby Bayliss, Conrado Alberto, 
Carlton Joseph, Jane Harrington  

Our Offices are in the Victorian Village, 
2316 1/2 S. Union Ave., Suite 2, 213-747-1337

www.CityLivingRealty.com

City Living Realty 
We handle all your buying and selling needs –– 

Please refer us to your friends! 

Waha matters

community’s diverse ethnic and socioeconomic groups. 
WAHA’s traditional holiday tour features a 

sumptuous progressive dinner, with each course served 
in one of the featured properties.  We also schedule a 
Sunday afternoon walking tour, without the food.

The tour will raise funds for WAHA, which since its 
founding in 1983 has used revenues from a variety 
of tours to support preservation of the community’s 
architectural and cultural heritage. 

WAHA has been dressing up and opening our 
holiday doors to visitors for 24 years. Since its 
inception, we have created, cooked up, and dished out 
not only 23 main courses, but also at least 50 different 
appetizers, 25-plus desserts, a score of delicious salads, 
and countless variations (from curried to gingered) of 
pumpkin and other pureed soups -- served up each 
year to some 600 visitors and volunteers. 

As always, many, many, many volunteers are 
needed for this year’s Holiday Tour. All the houses 
and kitchens need to be staffed on the nights of the 
Tour. And we rely on Tour Shepherds to escort our 
tour guests from house to house. But in addition there 
are lots of volunteers who assist behind the scenes in 
other roles, and on other days. Can you help with any 
of these tasks:

• Prep Cook – cook or bake in your own home the 
week before the Tour

• Volunteer Dinners - pick up and deliver volunteer 
dinners on Saturday 12/4 and Sunday 12/5, tentatively 
from 4 to 6 p.m. both days

• WAHA Holiday Party – decorate, set-up and 
otherwise assist with this party (for our members 
and wonderful volunteers) on Sunday afternoon, 
December 12

• Crafty types – we need your creative skills (and 
possibly your glue guns) to make tourgoer badges and 
ornaments 

(continued on page 8)
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Waha matters
To the Manor Reborn Holiday Tour
continued from page 7

• Shopping - Trader Joe’s, 99 Cent Store, Smart & Final, Von’s, the Flower Mart — they’ll all get a WAHA visit or two
• Holiday decorating – some of our tour properties can use a helping hand hanging ornaments, garland and other 

seasonal “attire” during the week before the Tour
• Street decorating - install signs at Tour houses on Saturday 12/4 by 1 p.m.
If you are available any of these times, please raise your hand and volunteer. Please contact us via e-mail at 

volunteer@westadamsheritage.org. 
The Holiday Tour is WAHA’s major annual fundraising event, and helps pay for our award-winning Evening Strolls 

as well as our many preservation support and advocacy activities. We encourage all of our members to contribute to 
that effort by taking the Holiday Tour and Progressive Dinner — and bringing their friends — on the day they are not 
volunteering. 

If you purchase your ticket by November 15, prices are $70 for non-members, $60 for WAHA members. After 
November 15, all tickets are $85 apiece. Each year, some of you wish to purchase large groups of tickets, and we love 
that you do so – but please contact us ASAP to reserve your block of seats. Please be sure to return the forms and your 
checks as early as possible, so that you and your guests will not be disappointed. It is not unusual for this event to sell 
out.

If you have joined WAHA at a membership level that may provide tickets to you and a guest for this tour, please DO 
contact us immediately (and no later than November 10) with your reservation, so we can be sure to accommodate you. 

As always, if you just want to peek inside the homes and you ARE volunteering for the event, you may do so -- free 
-- during the Sunday afternoon walking tour.

As you can see, WAHA’s Holiday Tour is a complex event. If you would like more information about any aspect of the 
tour, contact Tour Chair Lindsay Wiggins at tours@westadamsheritage.org.

The Fine Print:

• Advance Ticket Sales Only — No Walk-ins!

• Holiday Tour & Progressive Dinner: General admission, $85 (Early Bird price $70, postmarked by November 15); 
WAHA members, $60 (must be postmarked by November 15; after that the price is $85)

Saturday, December 4: Docent-led tours depart on the half-hour from 3 p.m. through 6:30 p.m.
Sunday, December 5: Docent-led tours depart on the half-hour from 3:30 p.m. through 5:45 p.m.

• Holiday Walking Tour (Sunday afternoon only): $30
Check in between Noon and 2 p.m. Houses close by 3 p.m.

To order tickets in advance, please send in your reservation form and a check made payable to “WAHA” to:

WAHA Holiday Tour
2209 Virginia Road
Los Angeles, CA 90016

Please include an e-mail address or phone number for confirmation. Confirmations will primarily be sent out via 
e-mail, and not until November 20th or thereafter. (As you might imagine, since this tour routinely sells out, we are 
juggling who is on what tour until nearly the last minute!) If you didn’t receive the invitation and form in the mail, 
you may log onto WAHA’s website, www.WestAdamsHeritage.org, and print it out from there.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, or to confirm reservations, please call the WAHA Reservations Hotline at 323-732-4223, 
e-mail wahaholiday@aol.com, or visit www.WestAdamsHeritage.org.

[Please note that we have provided two distinct e-mail addresses for different purposes in this article, and we repeat 
them here:

To VOLUNTEER, write volunteer@westadamsheritage.org
For TOUR INFORMATION, and RESERVATIONS, GROUP TOURS, etc., write wahaholiday@aol.com] l
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Sneek Peek into LAUSD’s Historic Trove
Friday, November 12
10 a.m to 1 p.m.

Preservation matters

 

  
    

12100 WILSHIRE BLVD | SUITE 300 
  LOS ANGELES | CA | 90025 

  310-207-9796 | FAX 310-207-5337 
  KJONES@ELKINSJONES.COM 

 

                          KIM-LAI JONES 
                                                  VICE PRESIDENT 

 

 

  
INSURING OUR COMMUNITY 

 

 

UNDERSTANDING THE 

SPECIAL NEEDS OF  

HISTORIC WEST ADAMS  

HOMES AND BUSINESSES 

 

An art collection?   At LAUSD?
What’s in the Art and Artifact Collection at the Los Angeles Unified 

School District?  The answer may surprise you –– more than 30,000 
historical artifacts and visual resources, dating back to the opening of the 
District’s first school in 1855: 

•  Paintings, murals, sculptures, prints and decorative arts 
•  Photographs, negatives, slides and proof sheets that capture school 

activities, architecture and Los Angeles history from the 1910s to 1980s 
•  Films made by LAUSD branches to document programs as well as instructional films 
•  The Carnegie, Dawson and Californiana rare book collections 
•  Ancient Greek, Roman, Etruscan and Mesopotamian antiquities including vases, coins, tools, cuneiform tablets and 

jewelry 
•  Antique schoolhouse furniture, memorabilia & instructional equipment 
•  LAUSD administrative and instructional publications and records  
Join the Los Angeles City Historical Society for a rare tour of this fascinating archive and collection on Friday, November 12, 

from 10am to 1pm at 1330 West Pico Blvd, LA 90015 (next to the 110 Harbor Fwy, on its west side).   Cost is $10,  and an RSVP 
is necessary to lacityhistory@gmail.com. l 
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Preservation matters
Glenn Lukens Home & Studio continued from page 1

Commission that he was planning to move back into the house, the Commission ruled both FOR and AGAINST us. The decision 
was to abate the property, giving the department the legal ability to clean it up, but to not permit its demolition, since we had 
provided enough evidence that the property was historic.

Score one for the historic preservation community. Now the real work of designating the property as a landmark began.
We had quickly nominated the Glen Lukens Home and Studio as a Los 

Angeles Historic Cultural Monument despite its truly miserable (aesthetic) 
condition. The property grounds and house itself were filled with trash, 
and although WAHA knew this was an important Modern structure, 
we were uncertain how it would be received by the Cultural Heritage 
Commission and/or other City officials. 

Nonetheless, it was clear that the Lukens property was very important.  
The Lukens Home and Studio is an example of International Style architecture 
as it transitioned in response to the Southern California environment. It 
displays characteristic Modernist elements, including ribbon windows and 
extensive use of glass, smooth stucco skin, flat roof, low horizon line and 
horizontal volumes cantilevered over the landscape, walls and glass surfaces 
kept on the same plane, and lively seamless indoor-outdoor flow. 

Soriano’s importance was also clear to us. Soriano was an advocate 
of the new construction techniques and building materials developed 
just before and after World War II. His body of work is characterized by 
transparent exterior walls, indoor-outdoor relationships, open floor plans, 
and floating roofs. Soriano was one of the most crucial architects in the 
generation that followed Rudolph Schindler in Los Angeles, a generation 
centered around the Case Study House program and which included such 
luminaries as Craig Ellwood, Pierre Koenig, and Richard Neutra, all of 
whom Soriano worked with. Although he designed more than 150 homes 
and other buildings during his career, only about 50 were actually erected, 
and of those, only about a dozen remain, including this house.

The Glen Lukens Home and Studio is also specifically significant because it 
marks Soriano’s transition from International Style to California Modern. The 
significance of the house is in its configuration, which began to establish the 
strong indoor-outdoor relationship of Soriano’s best work. The Lukens Home 
and Studio’s U-shaped plan is organized around a raised terrace linking living 
spaces, working spaces and the outdoors. Its interior was extremely efficient, 
utilizing built-in furniture and a corner fireplace.

excerpted from the book, My Hero: Extraordinary People on the Heroes Who Inspire Them, edited by the my 
hero project.  architect frank o. gehry remembers:

“I’ve had many heroes in my life. I was very poor in my early years, and everything seemed beyond my reach.
I didn’t know what I wanted to be, so I went to work as a truck driver and took night classes in art at the University of 

Southern California. I loved ceramics – although I didn’t do very well in those courses – because I loved the glazes; I was 
fascinated with the science of how they’re made. Glen Lukens was my ceramics teacher there. He’d cracked the formula for 
a Chinese blue glaze, and was helping to create a ceramics industry for poor people in Haiti.

Glen changed the course of my life. He was building a house with the architect Raphael Soriano, and he had the feeling 
that I might like to see the process, so he dragged me over there one day. Soriano was there, wearing an all-black outfit 
with a black beret, giving directions in his accented English (he was from the Isle of Rhodes), and telling men how to put 
up steel. I really got into it.

The next day, Glen called me into his office. He said, “You know, I have this hunch. Will you go along with me?” I said, 
“Whatever you say, boss.” He signed me up (and paid for) a night school architecture class. That class was the first time I 
did something that got people saying, “Hey, there’s something going on here.” They liked what I did and I enjoyed it.

And the rest is history.

Lukens’ living room as photographed by Julius Shulman in 1940; 
today, before restoration (new owner Mike Chapman pictured above)
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Preservation matters

Glen Lukens, the original owner-occupant, is worthy of note as a pioneering artist, 
an arts educator who taught a generation of artists, and a progressive thinker who 
advocated for integration and equal rights. Lukens fought poverty, here and in Haiti, 
and helped develop new industry in that country after WWII. In addition, when the 
U.S. entered the war and required that all metals be devoted to the war effort, the 
government called upon Lukens’ skills in ceramics technology to develop a non-metallic 
cookware (stoneware pottery) for use on the “homefront.”

In the 1930s, at a time when an emphasis on design and decoration dominated 
American pottery production, Lukens helped elevate contemporary ceramics to a fine art form. He cast aside tradition to 
explore the expressive potential of ceramic materials and pioneered a bold approach to pottery, creating simple, massive, 
Modernist forms that married bright colors and glazes to raw surfaces. Lukens helped create what is now known as the 
California School of fine art ceramics, and was known for his landmark innovations in glazing, which gave rise to what became 
known as vibrant California Colors. 

As a professor at USC, among the artists Lukens taught and mentored are Beatrice Wood, Harrison McIntosh, Barbara Willis, 
Vivika Heino, Eugene White (who became head of Pepperdine’s Art Department), Carlton Ball, and Laura Andreson, among 
others. Lukens was also an early teacher of the famed architect Frank Gehry. Lukens also taught and mentored many Haitian 
artists, most famously Marcus Douyon and Myrton Purkiss.

We had also learned that this one house actually marked a seminal 
moment in architecture history: the day that Frank Gehry decided to 
become an architect (see sidebar).

Indeed, Gehry himself ended up writing a letter to the Mayor and to the 
Commission, urging that the Lukens property be designated as a landmark 
– and it was. On April 11, 2007, the Glen Lukens Home and Studio was 
added to the City’s list of Historic Cultural Monuments as HCM No. 866.

WAHA’s battle to save the house had just begun.
Building and Safety officials were still smarting from their “loss” 

at their Commission, when they were not permitted to demolish the 
structure. Even though the abatement granted the department the 
power to clean up the property and to keep it in good repair, they 
did not do so. By early 2010, the situation had gone from bad to 
worse. Carroll was arrested – he was living illegally in the house, with 
small children. Some time after the arrest, the City went to court and 
had a Receiver appointed to oversee the property, and return it to 
“compliance” with all ordinances and orders (including those related to 
its being a historic landmark.)

Unfortunately, the Receiver almost immediately listed the house 
for sale –– for all cash, at what at first was marketed as “land value.” 
Then, it was advertised as its “façade is intact” –– as if the landmark 
designation did not include the interior and/or the grounds, both of 
which include character-defining features. Behind the scenes, WAHA and 
the Los Angeles Conservancy raised a ruckus, each organization writing 
stern disclosure letters and lodging them with the real estate agent, the 
Receiver and the Superior Court where the matter was lodged. We were 
worried that a buyer would misunderstand the requirements.

And here is the happy ending to this chapter of the story:
Just over a month ago, a great new owner closed escrow on the property. Mike Chapman, a realtor and former costumer,  

has restored seven prior historic properties, ranging from a Victorian home within a historic district and a historic church 
(both in Ashland, Oregon); a Craftsman bungalow in a historic district (in Los Angeles); and four mid-century homes (in Palm 
Springs). He has won a Preservation Award from the Palm Springs Modern Committee, and he actively supported PS ModCom’s 
preservation advocacy.

His stated goals: Chapman says he plans “to restore this house to a museum quality” landmark and that “I intend to live in 
the house as my home.” l

The Lukens House garden side in the 1940s; today, with Chapman
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Trailblazing Women at Angelus Rosedale 
A photo gallery

a Bevvy of pioneering Beauties

TOP ROW, from left: Leah Miller (Minnie Roswell 
Langstadter, 1863-1936); Wendy Calhoun (Nellie Lutcher, 
1912-2007); Marianne Muellerleile (Caroline Maria 
Seymour Severance, 1820-1914), top right;  Arabella Benson 
(Clara Bradley Burdette, 1855-1954) and Georgia Toliver 
(Dora Fellows Haynes, 1859-1934), pictured together

MIDDLE ROW, from left: Sharlene Choy (Anna May 
Wong, 1905-1961); Jean Cade (Hattie McDaniel, 1895-
1952); Maahra Hill (Georgia A. Hill Robinson, 1879-1961)

BOTTOM ROW: Mitzi March Mogul (Clara Baldwin 
Stocker, 1847-1929)
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JOHN D. KOSTREY
Realtor, Broker Associate
Keller Williams Realty

8560 W. Sunset Blvd., 3rd Flr.

West Hollywood, CA 90069

www.jdkrealtyla.com

310-621-4341 CELL

310-432-8144 OFFICE

888-214-7552 FAX

jdkrealty@gmail.com

Trust your Local
Historic West Adams

specialist

no one knows your neighborhood better than your neighbor

HistoricConsultation 
& Research

Anna Marie Brooks
Phone  310-650-2143

Fax  323-735-3939
historichomesla@aol.com

Stained  Glass
Enhance your home!

Expert Repair & Restoration – Free Estimates

Custom Designed Windows • Repairs 
Classes • Supplies • Gifts

Lighthouse Stained Glass
5155 Melrose Ave., L.A. (at Wilton), 323-465-4475

www.LighthouseStainedGlass.com

Luis Gutierrez, CARPENTER

• CARPENTRY 
• ANTIQUE MOLDINGS
• CABINETS
• DRYWALL REPAIR
• REMODELING 
• INTERIOR PAINTING
• EXTERIOR PAINTING
• STAINING

CELL: 323-422-8158, PHONE: 323-290-9769

thank you to our advertisers!
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  Become a member (or renew)! 
Annual Membership

Name(s) _______________________________________
  _____________________________________
Address:  _____________________________________
  _____________________________________
Phone: ________________________________________
E-mail: ________________________________________
Membership classification (check one)
____ Individual/Household  . . . . . . . . . . $  45.00
____ Senior/Student . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $  25.00
____ Preservation Circle . . . . . . . . . . . . . $  100.00
____ Business/Corporate . . . . . . . . . . . . . $  200.00
____ Heritage Circle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $  250.00
____ Patron Circle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $  500.00
____ Benefactor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,000.00

Please make check payable to WAHA.
Return to:  WAHA
  2263 S. Harvard Blvd
  Historic West Adams
  Los Angeles, CA 90018 

____ Please DO NOT include my name, address, e-mail, or 
telephone  in the WAHA membership directory.

Membership application
We support preservation of  the West Adams community’s architectural 

heritage and beautification activities, and seek to educate Los Angeles’ 
citizens and others about cultural heritage and restoration techniques.

Board of direCtors
officers
John Patterson, President 213-216-0887
Eric Bronson, Vice-President 323-737-1163
Suzanne Lloyd-Simmons, Secretary 323-733-8084
Jean Cade, Treasurer 323-737-5034

Board members
Lisa Berns 323-299-9009
SeElcy Caldwell  323-292-8566
Jean Frost 213-748-1656
Cheryl Francis Harrington
Suzanne Henderson 323-731-3900
Lore Hilburg 323-737-4444
Michael Medina 310-428-9263
Gail Peterson
Roland Souza 310-392-1056
Candy Wynne 323-735-3749

advisor
Harold Greenberg, Legal Advisor 323-732-9536

2263 S. Harvard Boulevard
Historic West Adams

Los Angeles Califomia 90018
323-735-WAHA (323-735-9242) 

www.WestAdamsHeritage.org

©2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Celebrating 100 Years

hancock park north
office  323.464.9272

hancock park south
office  323.462.0867 

Preserving the Trust

hancock park

John Winther, Manager

Truly Remarkable Service

Waha e-mails
John patterson  

President: president@westadamsheritage.org
 

Jean frost  

Historic Preservation: preservation@westadamsheritage.org 

suzanne henderson and lisa Berns  

Events Co-Chairs: events@westadamsheritage.org

flo selfman  

Public Relations Consultant: publicity@westadamsheritage.org  
 

lindsay Wiggins 

Tours Committee: tours@westadamsheritage.org 
 

Membership Committee: membership@westadamsheritage.org 
 

laura meyers  

Editor: news@westadamsheritage.org
  

leslie evans

Webmaster: web@westadamsheritage.org
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WAHA CLASSIFIEDS

WAHAclassifieds

ADVERTISE HERE!   
Advertisers are responsible for preparing 
their own camera-ready art for display ads. 
To place a display ad, call John Patterson at 
213-216-0887. WAHA classifieds are free to 
paid members. If you can, please e-mail your 
classified ad to lauramink@aol.com.  Classifieds 
will be for one month only. 

Please Note: WAHA 
does not endorse or 
claim responsibility 
for any of  the 
services, products or 
items for sale that 
advertisers have listed 
in these pages.

two Cute Black male kittens need a good home (together). They are brothers, recently neutered, and very bonded to each other.  
They’ve had their shots, blood tests, etc.  PLEASE help them have a great life. Call David, 323-573-4202

100s of doors for sale. Call Roland, (323) 804-6070.

Roommate Wanted? Vintage Stove for Sale? Garden Plants in Search of New Home? Place your classified ad here to reach 
preservation-minded readers. Contact lauramink@aol.com, NO LATER THAN the first of the prior month. 

ADVERTISING RATES   
FOR DISPLAY ADS
This Newsletter is published 10 times a year
full page: $175 monthly; $1,800 annually
half page: $90 monthly; $950 annually
1/4 page (41/2 x 41/2): $48 monthly; $500 annually
Business Card (33/4 x 21/4): $25 monthly, $260 annually
The deadline for ad content is the 1st of the prior month.

WAHA....Creating Our Future by Preserving Our Past

MEMBER DISCOUNTS
The following companies offer discounts to WAHA members. 

Remember to show your WAHA membership card when you 

make your purchase.

Silverlake Architectural Salvage

1085 Manzanita Street, Silverlake, 

323-667-2875

20% discount on all purchases

Ted Gibson, Inc. 

2866 West 7th St. Los Angeles 90005, 

213-382-9195

20% discount on purchases of  art materials and 

picture frames

Best Lock and Safe Service contact: David Kim

2203 W. Venice Blvd., Los Angeles, 323-733-7716

10% discount on lock and safe labor and materials

Washington Dog & Cat Hospital

1692 W. Washington Boulevard, Los Angeles, 

323-735-0291

50% off  office exams

Meyers Roofing

5048 W. Jefferson Blvd., 323-733-0188

10% discount

Lighthouse Stained Glass

5155 Melrose, 323-465-4475

20% discount off  regular class prices with WAHA 

membership card

Cafe Club Fais Do Do

5257 West Adams Blvd., 323-954-8080

No cover charge at door, and 20% discount on all meals.

Sherwin-Williams

1367 Venice Blvd. 213-365-2471

20% off  regular product price (with WAHA discount card)

Durousseau Electric

2526 W. Jefferson Blvd. 323-734-2424 or 

323-734-6149 (cell)

10-15% discount on electrical services

Lady Effie’s Tea Parlor

453 East Adams Boulevard, 213-749-2204

10% discount on all food purchases

Los Angeles Stripping & Finishing Center

1120 N. San Fernando Road, Los Angeles, 

323-225-1073

5% discount on any single service order over $1000.

No special discount on materials.

Lucky Chimney Sweep 

Contact: Susan and Alfredo Johnson, 11433 Ruggiero 

Ave., Sylmar, CA, 91342, 323-258-0828 

10% discount on: masonry repair and restoration, 

chimney cleaning

Magic Care Termite Service

1840 W. 220th St., Suite 320, Torrance 90501, 

310-548-6700

15% discount

Pasadena Architectural Salvage

305 S. San Gabriel Blvd, Pasadena (Tues-Sun), 

626-535-9655 www.pasadenaarchitecturalsalvage.com

10% discount on all purchases

Papa Cristo’s Taverna

2771 West Pico Blvd. 323-737-2970

10% discount on catered food orders

8th Avenue Cafe

Inside Ken’s Market, 8400 South 8th Ave., Inglewood

323-294-9706, www.purelycatering.com

20% discount on 1st visit – 10% for each later visit

McCabe Property Management

2461 Santa Monica Blvd., #235, Santa Monica 

310-828-4829; fax 310-828-7959

www.mccabbepropertymanagement.com

Reduced set-up fee of  $50 for any property ($150 savings)

Ti-KEN Personal Account Manager 

310-701-2399; fax 310-828-7959

ti.ken.manager@gmail.com

Reduced set-up fee of  $100 for new account ($150 savings)

Port Royal Antiques

1858 West Jefferson Blvd. 323-734-8704

10% discount

Real Door

3125 La Cienega 310-836-2687 www.realdoor.com

10% discount on products and services

Vintage Plumbing Bathroom Antiques

9939 Canoga Avenue, Chatsworth, 818-772-1721

(hours: by appointment only)

10% discount on purchases at Chatsworth facility

Boulevard Vacuum & Sewing Machine Co.

5086 W. Pico Boulevard, 323-938-2661

10% discount on sale of  new vacuums, and vacuum 

service & repair

Jonathan Bert Rollup Window Screens

626-359-0513

5% discount on repairs or installations of  rollup screens

A CALL TO MEMBERS

If  you frequent a local business — retail store, restaurant, 

service provider, etc. — ask them if  they would offer a discount 

to WAHA members. Explain that they’d benefit from the 

increased exposure to local consumers, and be listed in the 

WAHA monthly newsletter. Or, call me at 323-733-6869 and 

I‘ll contact them –– Steve Wallis
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address CorreCtion reQuested

2263 S. Harvard Boulevard
Historic West Adams
Los Angeles Califomia 90018

Calendar
Upcoming Events 
Look for more details on these events on WAHA’s 
website, www.WestAdamsHeritage.org

The WAHA Matters Newsletter is a publication of the West Adams Heritage Association.  Members and supporters of WAHA are invited to submit articles to 
the Newsletter.  Letters will be published subject to space constraints and will be cut for length if necessary.  Articles will be published subject to acceptance by 
the editors of the WAHA Board.  Advertising is subject to the approval of the publishers.  Although the Association appreciates its many fine advertisers, the 
Association does not accept responsibility for claims made by advertisers.  Services and products are not tested and appearance of advertising does not imply, 
nor does it constitute, endorsement by the West Adams Heritage Association.  Copyright 2010. All rights for graphic and written material appearing in the 
newsletter are reserved. Contact Director of Publications for permission.

WAHA
West Adams Heritage Association

novemBer
saturday, november 13, 3-6 p.m.: 

WAHA membership potluck 
-- we are gathering at 
Georgia Toliver’s wonderful 
Wellington Square home 
(see page 1)

deCemBer
saturday & sunday, december 4 & 5: 
WAHA’s annual Holiday Tour -- take the tour or 
volunteer –– We look forward to seeing you on the 
first weekend in December!

sunday, december 12, 3-6 p.m.: 
WAHA Holiday Party (Hold the Date!)

Waha’s 24th annual
historic homes holiday tour 

& progressive dinner

Saturday & Sunday, December 4 & 5 
See page 1 for complete information


