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West Adams Matters 
The Miracle from Menio Avenue 
by Jean Frost 

The dictionary defines the word miracle as: 1). an event 
or action that apparently contradicts known scientific laws; 
2). a remarkable thing; marvel; 3). a wonderful example. 
Each of these definitions are applicable to recent events in 
University Park. 

A historic house has been given an eleventh-hour 
reprieve and saved from certain demolition. The circa 1904 
Victorian-Transitional cottage located on the corner of 
MenIo and 20^1^ Street is part of the dozens of the historic 
structures to be demolished by the Los Angeles Unified 
School District's new construction for Central LA. High 
School #2 at Washington and Vermont. In fact almost all of 
the historic homes have been razed as of this writ ing 

(continued on page 9) 

WAHA's March Event: Newcomers ' Dessert 
Wednesday, March 10, 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 

WAHonians have traditionally gathered and welcomed new neighbors to West Adams. Once again this event is being 
held, so if you have the evening available feel free to come and join the MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE in welcoming your 
new neighbors and friends into WAHA. As always a dessert is appreciated but by no means necessary. 

The Newcomers Dessert will be hosted by Paul King and Paul Nielsen (relative newcomers themselves), who are in the process 
of a historic restoration of their turn of the century home, located at 2260 West 25th Street (just east of Arlington). 

South Seas House Wins Preservation Award 
Congratulations are in order After years (and years) of effort to save 

the South Seas House, our work has been recognized by a major 
statewide preservation organization. 

The California Preservation Foundation has given the South Seas 
House Rehabilation Project one of its 2004 Preservation Design Awards, 
presented at its annual conclave in San Diego on Saturday, February 28. 

"The South Seas House Rehabilitation Project successfully restored a 
very deteriorated, yet highly prominent, single-family residence in a 
historic neighborhood and returned it to a viable use as a community 

(continued on page 7) 
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Save The Date! 
The Garden Conservancy's 

Los Angeles Open Days 
Visit Some of the Most Beautiful Private Gardens 

in Los Angeles and West Adams 
Sunday, April 25, 2004, 10 am to 4 pm 

Ten gardens in Windsor Square, Larchmont Village, Hollywood Hills 
and West Adams will be open for private touring. Proceeds from three of 
the gardens will be shared with the West Adams Heritage Association. 

For more information or to purchase discount t icket booklets and 
Open Days Directories, call the Garden Conservancy 888-842-2442, or 
log onto www.gardenconservancy.com. Addit ional local Open Days: 
Saturday, May 8 in the West Los Angeles area and Sunday, May 16 in 
Pasadena, San Marino and Arcadia. 

The Open Days needs volunteers for all three days. If you'd like 
to volunteer in West Adams please contact Jennifer Charnofsky at 323-
734-7391 or jcharnofsky@earthlink.net. If you'd like to volunteer in West 
LA., Pasadena or, on April 25 in Larchmont or the Hollywood Hills, 
please e-mail Judy Horton, jmhorton@earthlink.net. 

in Memoriam: 
Fredric Frisbie, 
Early Gay Rights Advocate 
by Jim Childs 

The University Park community mourns the loss of 

another one of its senior statesmen. Neighbors were 

saddened at the passing of Fredric Frisbie, who made 

his home here for over f i f ty years. His death was a 

surprise t o all for in spite of his 96 years he was still 

vigorous and mental ly alert. 

Mr. Frisbie, as he preferred to be called by his 

neighbors, came west f rom Brooklyn in 1932. He was 

settled permanently in University Park in 1967 when he 

purchased the old Connell Carriage House at 634 West 

23'''^ Street, which he formerly rented. 

The dist inctive two-s to ry Victorian brick structure 

w i t h its e laborate slate roof became a focal 

ga ther ing place fo r a lifestyle far d i f ferent t h a n the 

other residential bu i ld ings which together w i t h this 

home comprise t h e Chester Place Nat ional Register 

Eligible Historic Distr ict. Mr. Frisbie was an early 

advocate for the Gay and Lesbian Rights movement 

and a leader of t h e Mattachine Society and co-

developer of ONE Incorporated. He was active as 

bo th art ist and w r i t e r fo r ONE Magazine using the 

nom de plume, George Mortenson. 

Mr. Frisbie was a professional industrial designer 

and engineer. He was also a very talented artist. The 

Connell Carriage House served as both studio and 

home which he shared for a great many years w i t h 

his w i fe , Louisa, a Puerto Rican transvestite. Their 

soirees w i th the gay rights movement's leaders 

included Don Legg, Eve Ellory, Dan Slater, Harry Hay, 

Tony Reyes, Mart in Block and Geraldine Jackson. 

Mr. Frisbie was also instrumental in the merging of 

the Jim Kepner Archives and the ONE Library and its 

installation at 909 West Adams Boulevard in 

conjunction w i th the University of Southern 

California. This facility, formally a USC fraternity 

house, is now the destination of scholars wor ldwide. 

Academic researchers, journalists, lawyers, students 

and others use the diverse resources of books, 

periodicals, and art i facts on homosexuality. 

For those interested check your Internet search 

engine for Fred Frisbie and also see "Notes on the 

Founding of ONE Magaz ine" posted by C. Todd 

Wh i te 11/4/03. • 

(Editor's Note: On February 18, the Los Angeles Cultural 

Heritage Commission officially took the nomination of the 

Michael Connell Carriage House under consideration for 

inclusion as a Los Angeles Historic Cultural Monument. It 

already is designated as a contributing structure to the 

Chester Place National Register Eligible Historic District, and 

is listed on the California Register) 
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Hidden Gems of Los Angeles: 

The Britt Mansion in the West Adams Terrace HPOZ * ' ' ' 
be on the tour. 

Tour Explores L.A.'s Historic Preservation Overlay zones 
Architecture buffs can experience five of Los Angeles' Historic 

Preservation Overlay Zones (HPOZs), tour one house in each neighborhood, 
and discover why HPOZs are sweeping our city during the third annual 
"At Home with History" tour on Sunday, April 18, presented by the Los 
Angeles Conservancy, the HPOZ Alliance, and the featured HPOZs. 

As a city of neighborhoods, Los Angeles boasts a constantly 
expanding array of Historic Preservation Overlay Zones (HPOZs) -
historic districts designated by the City of Los Angeles. HPOZs play a 
key role in maintaining the unique character of L.A.'s vastly diverse 
communities and enhancing the quality of life for residents. As the 
HPOZ movement continues to sweep the city, it's bringing to light 
remarkable residential enclaves that are often overlooked. 

During this self-driving neighborhood and house tour, the public will 
have the chance to explore five of these historic communities. The Los 
Angeles Conservancy is proud to present this tour in partnership with the 
HPOZ Alliance and each of the featured HPOZs, two of which are in the Historic West Adams District. Guests on this self-driving tour can 
visit as many of the five neighborhoods as they'd like, at their own pace. Each stop will feature a tour of a representative house in the 
HPOZ, as well as "neighborhood ambassadors," area residents available to discuss what it's like to live in the neighborhood. Guests will 
receive a detailed tour map and guide, as well as a booklet describing all of the crty's existing HPOZs. 

This year's tour highlights five HPOZs that rar)k among L.A.'s best-kept secrets: 
• University Park in the Historic West Adams District, was developed as one of L.A.'s first suburbs in the 1880s. It is filled with 

landmarks and diverse architectural styles. The featured house is a Victorian Italianate residence, one of the oldest homes 
in the area. The original owner, Henry Martz, constructed at least half a dozen residences in the neighborhood, of which 
three are designated Los Angeles Historic Cultural Monuments. 

• West Adams Terrace, the city's newest HPOZ, also in the West Adams District, is a trove of significant buildings that reflect 
L.A.'s architectural evolution. The featured house is the 1910 Adam-Georgian Revival Britt Mansion that now serves as 
headquarters and a museum for the Amateur Athletic Foundation of Los Angeles. 

• Melrose Hill illustrates why Los Angeles is known as the "bungalow capital of the world" - this small community was 
developed largely between 1911 and 1926, at the height of the style's popularity. Built in 1920, the featured home includes 
details handcrafted by the original owner, Douglas Donaldson, a leader of Southern California's Arts & Crafts Movement. 

• Spaulding Square, a charming neighborhood of modest Period Revival homes built between 1916 and 1926, has a history 
closely tied to the development of Hollywood, the entertainment industry, and the regional transportation system (the Red 
Cars). The featured home is a 1917 Colonial Revival. 

• Whitley Heights, an enclave of Spanish Colonial Revival homes developed between 1918 and 1928, reflects the ambiance of 
a Mediterranean village. Tucked in the lush hills near the Hollywood Bowl, this community once housed such Hollywood 
elite as Gloria Swanson (during the filming of Sunset Boulevard), Rudolph Valentino, and Judy Garland. 
Tour hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tour tickets cost $30 for the general public and $25 for Conservancy members. Advance reservations 

are essential. To order tickets, visit the Conservancy's website at www.laconservancy.org or call the Ticket Hotline at 213-430-4219. 
The Los Angeles Conservancy, established in 1978, has become the largest membership-based local historic preservation 

organization in the country, and is dedicated to recognizing, preserving, and revitalizing the historic architectural and cultural 
resources of Los Angeles County. The HPOZ Alliance was created four years ago by members of the existing HPOZs who realized 
the value of speaking with one voice in order to participate more effectively in the legislation and enforcement of the city's HPOZ 
Ordinance, and to partner with the city in the preservation of our irreplaceable historic districts. • 

Step out to Chinatown 
WAHA invites you on a guicied walking tour of Historic Chinatown on Saturday morning, March 13. We'FI visit the two 

Victorian residences whfch house the Chinese Heritage and Visitor'4 Center And the Chinese Historical Society of Southern 
California, ai well as many other landmarks of old and new Chinatown, including the Castelar School (eit. 18S2), Tir> HOu 
Temple, the Wishing Weit, Phoenix Bakery (est. 1938>, and Pacific Alliance Medical Center (founded 1868}. 

Meet at 9:30 a.m. at the Golden Dragon Restaurant (DON'T BE LATEt), 960 Worth Broadway. The cost is $5 per person. 
and we do require reservations, Contart SeEI<:y Cafdw^ell, 323-29l'*74S4 or cell, 2t3-700-1129. 

After the walking tour, whi<;h wil l take about 1.5 hogrs, we'll arrange a no-host lunch - please do let SeEtcy know if 
you'll be at the table, so she can make reservations. 
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Jnside WAHA 

Board Elections Are Just Around the Corner 
by Jacqueline Sharps 

My goodness, how t ime flies. We are already in to t he first quarter 

of t he New Year. Many o f us have just go t ten around t o put t ing t h e 

Holiday stuf f away whi le others (no names ment ioned) are deciding 

w h a t t o pack fo r that fabulous cruise, oops, crossing in Apr i l . 

It is indeed t ime to start thinking about what posit ion you are 

interested in committ ing t o for the Apri l elections. There are many. We 

need new Board members w i th fresh, upbeat, in the know ideas. This 

community was founded by the best volunteers in the nat ion, and now 

is the t ime for new members and those of you who haven't volunteered 

in years t o come fonward. You nfeed not spend an extraordinary amount 

o f t ime do ing tasks, but you must be commit ted. 

We don ' t have many requirements: a love of o ld houses, an 

enthusiasm fo r communi ty activities, and membership in WAHA for at 

least six months. Generally speaking. Board members must commit t o 

a t tend all WAHA Board meetings (usually held t h e f o u r t h Thursday of 

each mon th ) and also w i l l be given specific responsibil it ies for certain 

of WAHA's events and social functions, on a ro ta t ing basis. 

WAHA always needs expertise in fundrais ing, zon ing issues, and 

preservat ion. But if you have a program you 'd l ike t o ini t iate, please 

don ' t hesi tate discuss your ideas w i t h us. 

If you are interested in serving on the Board, submi t your 

candidate statement (a short paragraph, 100 - 200 words or so) t o 

Vice President and Publications Commit tee Chair, Jean Frost 

( j frost@aftra.com), by Sunday, March 14. Candidate Statements w i l l 

be publ ished in the Apr i l newsletter. 

Please call me or any one of our terr i f ic Board members to see h o w 

t o can ge t involved. (Our phone numbers are in t h e column to the 

r ight) . W e really need you . • 

WAHA Membership Renewal 
It's t ha t t ime of year again! The WAHA Membership Committee is 

sending individualized invoices w i th return envelopes in mid-March, for 

WAHA membership renewal for the 2004 - 2005 membership year. 

Memberships in West Adams Heri tage Association go f rom Apr i l t o 

Apr i l every year. New WAHA Membership Cards w i l l be mailed ou t 

in mass at the end of Apr i l , when the current membership cards 

expire. Typically if you don ' t renew the membership, you are taken 

of f t h e Newsletter mai l ing list and the May or June WAHA Matters 

newslet ter is the last one you receive. 

New memberships taken ou t late in 2003, or in the beginning of 

2004, are not due for renewal unt i l next year. So if you are new 

members and you d idn ' t get a renewal not ice, your membership is 

current un t i l the end o f Apr i l /beg inn ing of May, 2005. 

If you have any questions about t he status of your WAHA 

membersh ip you can contact John Kurtz, Director of Membership, 

323-732-2990. 

Thanks in advance for your suppor t , your early renewal and most 

of all your check. # 

We support preservation of the West Adams 

community's architectural heritage and beautlfication 

activities, and seek to educate Los Angeles' citizens 

and others about cultural heritage and restoration 

techniques. 

\\fest Adams Heritage As,sociation 

2263 S. Haivard Boulevard 
Historic West Adams 
IJ3S Angeles California 90018 
323-73.5-WAHA (323-735-9242) 
\nnv.neighborhoodlink.com/la/\vesta(iaiTis 

BOARD OF DIREaORS 
Jacqueline Sharps, President 
Eric Bronson, Vice-President 
Jean Frost, Vice-President 
Alma Carlisle, Secretary 
James Melster, Treasurer 
BOARD MEMBERS 
Jean Cade 
SeElcy Caldwell 
Jennifer Charnofsky 
Thomas Florio 
John Kurtz 
Ed Saunders 
ADVISORS 
Harold Greenberg, Legal Advisor 

323-766-8842 
323-737-1163 
323-748-1656 
323-737-2060 
323-766-8233 

323-737-5034 
323-291-7484 
323-734-7391 
213-749-8469 
323-732-2990 
323-735-2600 

323-732-9536 

WAHA COMMITTEE CHAIRS AND STANDING MEETINGS 
All WAHA members are encouraged to join a committee. 
(All committee meetings begin at 7 pm on the days noted below.) 

Community Relations 
Meets the second Tuesday of each month -
Contact Jennifer Charnofsky if you'd like to get 
involved with this activity 323-734-7391 

Historic Preservation 
Chair: Jean Frost 213-748-1656 

Zoning & Planning 
Chair: Eric Bronson, 323-737-1163 and Thomas Florio, 
213-749-8464. Meets third Mondays at City Living 
Realty 2316 1/2 South Union 

Wews/etter 
Chair: Laura Meyers 323-737-6146. 
Meets second Mondays 

Publications 
Director: Jean Frost 213-748-1656 

Holiday Tour 
Chair: Jacqueline Sharps 323-766-8842 

Membership 
Chair: John Kurtz 323-732-2990. 
Meets Wednesday before the WAHA Board Meeting 

By-Laws 
Thomas Florio 213-749-8464 

Web Site 
Thomas Florio 213-749-8464 

Programs and Events 
SeElcy Caldwell 323-291-7484 and 
Jean Cade 323-737-5034 

The WAHA Board meets on the fourth Thursday of 
each month. Contact Jacqueline Sharps for location. 
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Low Inventory + 
Great Interest rates = 

High Prices! 

NOW IS THE TIME 
TO SEW 

CALL: 

Natalie Neith &: Ken Catbagan 
2003 Top Producers 

Prudential John Aaroe, Hancock Park 

JUST LISTED: 

2245 West 2 5 * Street, Kinney Heights 

1901 Mission Revival + Guesthouse/Rental 

5+3 (inc. mds ste, 1 Bath gutted), needs TLC 

1 1/2 lots-$650,000 

JUST SOLD: 

2313 Barlow-S (18 Offers!) 

1815 So. Ridgeley Drive-S (Over asking) 

IN ESCROW: 

471 North Avenue 51, Highland Park-B 

3119 Isabel Drive, Glassell Park-S (Multi-ofiFers) 

2209 Virginia Road-B 

2037 W 30th Street-B 

Prudential 
CalifamiaReatty 
) O H N AAROE DIVISION 

Prudential CA-John Aaroe 

2 2 7 No . Larchmont Blvd. 
(323) 769-3322, 769-3324 

www.NatalieNf ich.com 

WE SELL WEST ADAMS & LA 
Specializing in Historic and 

Architecturally Distinctive Properties 

HISTORIC WEST ADAMS COMMUNITY 

h9I1C BAnntR5 
The Arlington Heights Neighborhood Association 

proudly offers these truly spectacular Home Banners 
for your beautiful "West Adams' home. 

• ' •• Please help support and show your pride in 

the communtty In which we live. All proceeds will go 

to the Arlington Heights Neighbortiood Associations' 

numerous community improvement and historic 

preservation projects. Please help support our goal 

to achieve an Historic Preservation Overiay Zone for 

Arlington Heights. We need to raise Die necessary 

funds to complete the required surveys for an HPOZ 

designation. The "Historic West Adams" Home 

Banners are priced at $150.00. The Banners are 2' 

wide tiy 4' long. They have a double-sided design in 

brilliani colors with a pole slip sown in at the top. 

The Banners are constructed of durable canvas. To 

reserve yours today, please remit $75.00 and mail 

to; Aillngton Heigtits Neighbortnod Association, 

P.0.Box191918-U)3Ang8les,CAgO019. < • • 

Thank you for your support and enjoy! 

f̂ easo aJkM itVM to sh wwks for dsltvefy. The (anaiiimg S75.00 

win be due upon deiiwry. Ftoasa rctule you nsTio. address and 

pto» number wntl aU conespwidenca. 

PETS 
011 jni>ti« 

U92 W&st Waishfit§ten Bouhvard 

• Bmrding aadOmoming 
* Plckufi $mti>eiiv0ry 
•low Cost Vaccfnations Amkbh 
Hours 

Monday-Friday: 7:3Dam-12 Htm; 2-5 pm 
Saturday: 7:30 am - 2 pm 
Sunday: 10 am-"12 Noon 
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/\round the House 

Resources by Suzie Henderson 
This month I have good news for those of you who are looking for 

someone reliable to clean your house. Nancy Senter recommends Myra 
Revas. She has been happy with her work for many years and now you, 
too, can enjoy the benefits of having Myra make your house sparkle. 
She has several days available and is will ing to work evenings, as 
well. Call today to discuss your needs. Myra Revas 323 662-7531. 

I have a request. Does anyone know a source for antique armoire 
hinges or a fabricator that can duplicate my post and hole type 
hinge? Liz does not carry them. The post on my hinge was worn 
enough that the door fell off apd the beveled mirror shattered. My 
WAHA Resource Guide has provided a great mirror source, but I 
can't replace that until the hinge problem is solved. 

Speaking of the Resource Guide, a new one will be prepared soon. 
Now is the time to send in your resources, so they can be included in 
this column and the new Guide. I can be reached at 
Westadamsgoddess@aol.com. I am looking forward to hearing from 
you soon. • 

Stained Glass 
Enhance your home! 

Expert Repair & Restoration - Free Estimates 

Custom Designed Windows'* Repairs 
Classes • Supplies • Gifts 

Lighthouse Stained (g(ass 
5155 Melrose Ave., L.A. (at Wilton), 323-465-4475 

www.LighthouseStainedGlass.com 

• Pi^a^e </ona+e to 

•T^e P<ie6(o A/(ievo Thrfff Store 
\ Suffporf non^rofrt corv̂ wunitv 
• <;/e\̂ e{ô rv>er)t In Central Los An^eiei 

1738 W. 7fh Street, LA., 90017 
Caii XlJ-if83-1178 t® schedule a 

tfUk ut> or G't^aH: 
T^rrftStore®^oet<or>oev^o.or^ 

www«̂ oê (onue«/o.or̂  
Q O O O O O O O © 

'^^ Preservation 
Begins At Home 

CITY LIVING REALTY 
David Raposa • Broker/Owner • 323-734-2001 

AVAILABLE; 
West Adams Avenues Romantic Spanish - Eclectic artist 
compound in West Adams' newest HPOZ. Spacious 1920s duplex 
used as single family home plus detached art studio/guest house. 
4 BD, 2.75 BA. 2535 4th Avenue - David Raposa - Asking 
$715,000 

IN ESCROW: 
Western Heights Craftsman w/ pool and spa -
2211 West 21st St. - David Raposa (Seller) - Asking $725,000 
Elegant Spanish in Wilshire Park - 945 3rd Avenue -
14 offers, $70,000 over list price - David Raposa (Seller) 
u s e area early "Stick Style" Victorian - David Raposa (Buyer) 
Jefferson Park Bungalow - 30th Street - David Raposa (Buyer) 
Out of Area Residence - Nick Mercado (Seller) 

SOLD: 
Lafayette Square Mediterranean - Restored Estate with pool 
and spa - 1668 Virginia Rd, $908,000 - David Raposa (Buyer) -
Welcome, Steven Brucciani! 
Great Hollywood Hills Condo - Nick Mercado (Seller) 

Our Offices are in the Victorian Village, 
at 2316 1/2 S. Union Avenue, Suite 2, 213-747-1337. 
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south Seas House Wins Preservation Award 
continued from page 7 

center and public-use facility," according to the award description. "The project's successful completion represents the 
owner's extraordinary commitment to historic preservation and a long-standing commitment and effort by local citizenry 
and community groups to save this highly visible local landmark." 

The South Seas House's renovation "is notable for the cooperation of city agencies and neighborhood residents, whose 
grassroots efforts preserved a unique architectural monument," it added. 

Kudos to architect Michele McDonough, who shepherded the design and construction project through its ups and 
downs; the City of Los Angeles Recreation and Parks Department, the South Seas House owner; former 10th District Council 
member Nate Holden and former Council staff members Sylvia Lacey, Stacey Anthony, and Mike Hernandez, among many 
whose efforts to secure funding and support literally saved the structure; West Adams Heritage Association, whose ongoing 
advocacy kept the pressure on to save the South Seas House; and of course the many, MANY, community members who 
worked tirelessly for 13 years to make this dream a reality. 

Among the community members who deserve special recognition for their efforts to save the South Seas House are: 
Karen Haas, Robert Leary, Corinne Pleger, Laura Meyers, John Kurtz, Carol Isadore, David Raposa, Rory Cunningham, 
Wally Matsuura, Peggy King, John Deaven, Linda Scribner, Denise Fairchild, Terry Bible—and so many others too 
numerous to list. 

As a result of their love for this architectural gem, the South Seas House now serves the community as a meeting place 
and, soon, a classroom teaching neighborhood residents computer skills, digital photography and video. • 

{^ C9L9URED ^TiME ^ 
Colour, Planning and Design Services for 

HistorJcafly Sensitive Properties 

Winner 2003 W A H A f^aint Award 

26SO Kenwood Avenue Lo^Angeies, California $0007 
Phone; 323,733.8433 Fax; 323.733.8434 

Errati; iafo@!cddesi|r>,com 

LuncK & Dinner, Sunaay Bruncn 

THE TR)(7O NINE 
me 2Qm street cafe 

A West Adams neigJiLornood eatery, 
owned W a WAHA memLer. 

Mention WAHA in tlie montli of Marck 
and. receive a free non-alconolic drink. 

Comer of 29tK and Hoox-er • 2827 Soutli Hoover Street' 213.746.2929 

"DIED ifOFF" %MU.l 
0» %stmdsy, natch 20, 

J)etweeD S 9.vo. sr^d $ pm., o\?eF 25 horoes ID 

la^systk, |)6[ugT=e ^Vl̂  sipoaltoeously hold the 

nThere \̂ 'i/i he ^Dtiqae faroitare, 

'̂ toteg.e clotbtog, shoes, hoasehoW lisvn, toys, 

sports e»̂ aipp:)eDt. books, dishes, records, 

tapes 9Dd PDuch mofs. 

L^f^'ette liGfasTe is loested between VeDice 

md WashiD t̂oD 1?oulê ?̂ Tds, jast off 

Cfe,Dth9\^. tnter the Scfû ee r?t St. Charles 

'Place. DoD't poiss this excitiDfi, ê 3e»t — 

hope to see yoti thefe! 

West .\(l;iins I-krilai;i-.\ss()(iaii()ii | WAI I.\ 



(Community Matters 

Around the Blocks: 
ANNA—Adams Normandie ivtelgliborhood Assoeiatlon 

The ANNA block club has had a very busy time since its last 
appearance in these pages last year. Marianne Muellerlelie, ANNA'S 
"founding mother," stepped down from the presidency after 14 years, 
and was succeeded by (relative) newcomer Roberta Quiroz. The other 
devoted officers, Jim Jansen (vice president), Marco Flores (secretary), 
and Don Henderson (treasurer), continue to serve. 

We also lost long-time member Paul Hulse, who died in September after 
a long illness. Among Paul's contributions to ANNA was his hosting and 
maintenance of the ANNA Web site, which will now be redesigned and 
relocated. In addition, members Michael Turner, Dean Williams, Heather 
Abji, Travis Emery, and Rob Berry all left the area. On the plus side, all the 
new owners of their houses have joined ANNA, as have four new families 
from houses where the previous owners had never participated in ANNA. 

We worked closely throughout 2003 with the LAPD and the newly 
formed North Area Neighborhood Development Council, as well as our 
neighbors in the Budlong/Juliet/Catalina (BJC) and Van Buren block clubs. 
The result of all this cooperation has been significant decreases in gang-
related drug dealing and prostitution in the area, with corresponding 
improvements in the quality of life for those living near problem properties. 
We will be continuing this effort in 2004. 

One of our most successful joint efforts was an expanded National Night 
Out Against Crime event, organized by BJC President Yvette Jones, that 
combined the presence — and voices! — of all three block clubs to make a 
greater impact on a larger area. We also continued to maintain our 
pedestrian walkway. El Paseo, and held all of our annual events and efforts: 
• Member appreciation night with bowling and dinner at Mid-City Lanes 
» Financial support of the Norwood Elementary School's annual Health 

and Peace Family Festival 
• A movie at one of downtown's great movie palaces with the Los 

Angeles Conservancy's Last Remaining Seats series 
• A Halloween party for local children at Dave and Alison Clark's 
• The annual ANNA yard sale, which relocated from the south side of W. 

25th Street to the north side 
• Donation of Thanksgiving turkeys and other food to needy local families 
• Holiday baking for local police officers and firefighters 

For more information about ANNA, please contact Roberta Quiroz at 
323-737-2297 or at vrquiroz@aol.com. • 

MEASURE YOUR SUCCESS! 
You could be losing money and not even know it. 

Do you know what your business is worth? 
Are you paying your fair share in taxes? 

/ am a CPA dedicated to the success of small businesses, 
providing tax and consulting services to help you achieve success. 

Call Corinne Pleger at 323-954-3100. 

Brakensiek Leavitt Plegsr, LLP 

A West Adams 

Art Testivaf 
For those of you with an eye for art, we 

are looking to establish a standing committee 
to oversee the design and implementation of 
an Arlington Heights Outdoor Art Festival. 
The festival will take place along the 
Washington Boulevard Commercial Corridor, 
between Crenshaw and Arlington. We'd like 
to create an annual Art Festival that will 
coexist with all businesses and residents, and 
which will contribute to the wonderful 
atmosphere that already exists in our Historic 
West Adams community. 

Whether you have working knowledge of 
art shows, or just a desire to help, we need 
you. If you'd like to become involved, please 
contact either Steve Rowe at 323-733-9600 
(rowesb@aol.com) or Melody Jackson at 323-
737-4849 (islandhousegallery@sbcglobal.net). 
Thank-you. # 

Notice: 
We are searching for those 

homeowners w h o hired Castle 

Construction after the 1994 

Northr idge Quake t o re t ro f i t their 

foundat ions. Castle had pledged a 

$200 donat ion per West Adams 

house that was re t ro f i t ted t o the 

South Seas House Fund. Was your 

house one of these? If so, please 

contact Corinne Pleger, 323-954-

3100. The work wou ld have been 

done after FEMA announced its 

ret rof i t subsidies, in late 1994 or 

thereafter. 

W A I I A I Wi-M .Vbrns I Irnui ' jc A^^(H i:iliiiii 

mailto:vrquiroz@aol.com
mailto:rowesb@aol.com
mailto:islandhousegallery@sbcglobal.net


Miracle from Menio Avenue 
continued front, page 1 

despite the efforts of WAHA and other preservation organizations. 
Tom Florio and Eric Bronson in particular worked di l igent ly for many months trying t o orchestrate relocation 

for some of the homes. As one after another prospective developers passed on the relocation project, t ime 
became a crit ical factor for the site would be cleared no later than January 19, 2004. An agreement was however 
brokered by WAHA and LAUSD that allowed for the salvage of some historic fabric materials as the homes began 
to be torn down. 

Only one developer, John Joseph Ramos, commit ted to pursuing a move-off plan. He acquired the ownership 
opt ion on f ive Victorian Cottages and a splendid 2 1/2-story Queen Anne. Unfortunately his dreams of relocating 
the big house to Rancho Cucamonga literally went up in smoke. The San Bernardino wi ldf i res and their af termath 
made it impossible to complete any of the complicated bureaucratic processing necessary for such a move. It 
appeared tha t all six buildings would soon meet the same destiny as the other historic homes. 

However, on the evening of November 18th dur ing a University Park HPOZ Board meet ing, fate intervened. 
After the Board approved his routine re-roofing and exterior painting for 1036 West 22nd Street, the contractor, 
Will iam Torres, mentioned that the owner, Jorge Melendez (Rigo's Tacos), also owned the adjacent vacant lot and 
was planning on bui lding a new four-plex. The Board made several suggestions including the possibility of a 
historic structure move-on. Torres was unfamiliar w i t h historic move-on inf i l l housing and the discussion grew. 
The dialogue was later expanded wi th an on-site meet ing dur ing which Melendez realized the unique 
opportunity and committed to the concept. 

Their first step was to return to the UP/HPOZ Board in December to secure an approval for the project, which 
was given unanimously. Torres then embarked on a Herculean journey to complete in six short weeks what would 
normally take up to six months to do. With the cooperat ion of John Joseph Ramos, CD #1 Staff, the UP/HPOZ 
Board, and the gracious patience of Kip Drabeck of LAUSD, timeframes were truncated, wheels greased, hurdles 
circumvented and the Byzantine world of permits, fees, bonding, insurance, environmental compliance, travel 
rout ing, wire-drops, and new-site preparation was brought to heel. As the January 19 deadline approached 
LAUSD generously agreed to a stay and the new date for the move-off was extended for an addit ional month to 
secure final sign-offs. 

Starting at midnight one night in February, the hundred-year-old Victorian was scheduled to roll west along 
Washington to Western over the freeway then south to Adams, then east to Hoover, nor th to 22nd Street, and 
then east on 22nd to its new home at 1042. This curious route, t o go from the 1500 block of 20th Street to the 
1000 block of 22nd Street, is because of Santa Monica Freeway, which otherwise was impassable. 

The house wi l l now sit next to another Victorian Cottage at 1036, similar in style, scale and massing, and on a 
block face w i th six other contr ibut ing historic structures. That this historic house wi l l have a new life and give 
generations the oppor tuni ty experience a unique streetscape is only part of the story. Rescuing historic housing 
for move-on in f i l l in historic neighborhoods has been a fundamental goal of both the University Park HPOZ 
Board and the Adams-Normandie 4321 Project Area Committee, which preceded the Board. The recycling of our 
f in i te historic resources and relocating them in an area where other historic structures have been lost over t ime 
is a classic w in -w in scenario. • 

DAVIDSON PLUMBING CO., INC. 
(Estab. 1927) REPAIR S E R V I C E Uc. 415997 

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL 

B A C K F L O W T E S T I N G 

SE HABLA 
ESPANOL JOSENAVIDAD 

Address all communications to 
1116 WEST 24TH STREET- LOS ANGELES, CA 90007 
800-974-5325 • (213)749-1046 • Fax:(213)748-2734 

OWN A PIECE OF 
LA HISTORY 
AMMA MARIE BROOKS 
REALTOR 

1968 WEST ADAMS BOULEVARD 
SUITE No. I l l 
Los ANGELES, CA 90018 
PHONE: 310-650-2143 

MLS 
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\/[embership Application 

iecoma a member 
im renew! 1 Y@y can do it todaf i 

Membership through April 2005 

Name(s) 

Address: 

Phone: 

E-mail: 

Membership classification (check one) 

Individual $ 25.00 

Household $ 35.00 

Business $ 50.00 

Patron $100.00 

Benefactor $250.00 

Senior/Student $ 17.00 

Newsletter only $ 17.00 

Please make check payable to WAHA. 

Return t o : WAHA 

2263 S. Harvard Blvd 

Historic West Adams 

Los Angeles, CA 90018 

Please DO NOT include my name, address or 

telephone in the WAHA membership directory. 

MEMBER DISCOUNTS 
The fofiowittg companies and orgdomthrts offer discouots to WAHA 
members. Remember to show your WAMA membership card when you 
m$ke your purchase. 

Best Lotk and Safe service contact: OavidKim 
2203 W. Venke Blvd.. Los Angeles, 323-733-77t6 
1D% distount on Jock and safe labor and materiais 

Washington Dog & Cat Hospital 
1&92 W, Washington Boulevard, los Afjgetes, CA 90007. 323*735-0291 
50% off office exams 

IVteyers Roofing 
5048 W. iefferson Blvd., 323-733'0l88 
10% discount 

Lighthouse l̂ tafned Glass 
515S ivtelrose,, 323-46$-447S 
20% discount off regular cfass prices with WAHA membership card 

C«f e Clt»h Fats oo Po 
5257 West Adams Blvd.. tos Angeles, CA 90O1&, 323r«S4-8080 
No cover charge at door 

Lady ̂ ffie's Tea Parlor 
453 £ast Adams Boulevard. Los Angeles, i13»74^2;WW 
10% discount on aU food purchases 

Lucky Chimney Sweep Contact; SusarJ and Alfredo Johnson 
40O8 College Crest Drive, Los Angeles, CA 900&5,323-258-0828 

Magic Care Termite Service 
1840 W. 220th St., Suite 320. Torrance CA 90501, 310-546-6700. 
15% discout>t 

Sherwin-Wliiiams 
1367 Venice Blvd. t J \ . 90006. 213-365-2471 
20% discount off regular product price 
{you must have a special discount card) 

Washington Tire 8i Wheel 
1951 W. Washington Blvd. LoS Angeles, 323*731-0781 
Dealer's pricing on all tires and full line of custom wheels 
(See Bill Fuqua, Jr. for this discount) 

Papa Crlsto'5 Taverna 
2771 West Pico Blvd. Los Angeles CA 90006, 323-737-2970 
10% discount on catered food orders 

Vintage Plumbing Bathroom Antiques 
9939 Canoga Avenue, Chatsworth, CA, 818-772-1721 
(hours; by appointment only) 
10% discount on purchases at Chatsworth facility 

Etoulevard Vacuum & Sewing Î Aachine Company 
5086 W, Pico Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA90019, 323-938-2661 
10% discount on sale of new vacuums, and vacuum ser̂ ĉe A repair 

Wholesale Carpet Liquidators 
1225 €. Washington Boulevard, Los Mgeles, CA 9O021, 213-747-7474 
e-mail: Wholesalecarpetla®Yahoo.com, Contact tfnda or Parfsa 
Discount of between 5-10% on the purchase of ISO square yards or 
more of carpet, ceramk tile, wood flooring and/or vinyl floor covering 

ACAl iTO MEMBERS 
If you frequent a local business — retail store, restaurant; service provider, 
etc. — ask them if they would like to offer a discount to WAHA members. 
Explain that they would benefit from the irjcreased exposure to many 
local concumers, and would be listed morrthly in the WAHA newsletter 
Or, cad me at 323-733-6869 and I would be happy to contact them. 
— Steve Waltis 
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WAHAclassifieds 
ADVERTISE HERE! 
To place a display ad, call Jean Cade 323-737-
5034. WAHA classifieds are free to paid 
members. If you can, please e-mail your 
classified ad to lauramink@aol.com. Classifieds 
will be for one month only. If you wish to 
repeat your ad, please call Jean Cade by 
deadline. After 3 issues for the same ad, the 
charge is $ .25 per word. 

ADVERTISING RATES 
FOR DISPLAY ADS 
This Newsletter is published 11 times a year 
Full Page: $175 monthly; $1,800 annually 
Half Page: $90 monthly; $950 annually 
1/4 Page (4V2 x 4V2): $48 monthly; $500 annually 
Business Card (2̂ /4 x 2%): $25 monthly, $260 annually 
The deadline for ad content is the 1st of the 
prior month. 

Please Note: WAHA does 

not endorse or claim 

responsibility for any of the 

services, products or items 

for sale that advertisers have 

listed in these pages. 

WAHA CLASSIFIEDS 

Gigantic "Used Stuff" Sale! On Saturday, March 20, between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m., over 25 homes in Lafayette 
Square will simultaneously hold the Square's annual "used stuff" sale. Look for: antique furniture, vintage 
clothing, shoes, household items, toys, sports equipment, books, dishes, records, tapes and much more. 

For rent: 2-1-1 apartment in restored 1921 Harvard Heights 4-plex. 1,500 s.f., hardwood floors, private balcony, 
pvt. laundry, garage. $1,425/mo. Contact srwallis_la@yahoo.com or 323-733-6869. 

For rent: 1200 sq. feet, 2 story loft guest house. Vaulted ceilings, skylights, 1 1/2 baths, eat-in kitchen, large 
living & dining area, large bedroom. Very private, separate driveway. $1,300/per month, all utilities included. 
Available March 1, 2004. Call James or Carrie at 323-734-7056 to schedule appt. 

China Tour - Join my sister and me on a fabulous, deluxe, fully escorted 14 day trip on May 9, 2004. 5-star 
hotels, all meals & excursions,local guides, 4 day Yangtze River cruise. See The Great Wall, Terra Cotta Warriors, 
Forbidden City, etc., etc. Round trip and domestic China air. Travel insurance all included. $2049. For more info 
call KATHLEEN SALISBURY 323-296-6288 

Goddess Touch IVIassage! Massage for the soul. Nourish yourself with the gift of the Gods. Seasoned Massage 
Technician. Nr 25th and Gramercy. In my private home office: $75-1 1/2 hrs. In your space: $100-1 1/2 hrs. The 
best Holiday gift. Available 7 days a week. Pammy: 323-732-0622 

Roommate Wanted? Vintage Stove for Sale? Garden Plants in Search of New Home? Place your classified ad here 
to reach preservation-minded readers. Contact wahaclassifieds@yahoo.com NO LATER THAN the first of the prior 
month. 

Prudential 
CaOfonia Realty 

Rhonda Payne and Rochelle Pegg 
SELLING LA. ONE YARD AT A TIME! 

Pacific Design Center Office 
8687 Melrose Avenue #B 110 
Los Angeles, CA 90069 
310.855.0100 
Rhonda Payne x576 
Rochelle Pegg x596 

Luis Outhrrez^ CAHPEHl&H 

* CARPENTRY 
'ANTIQUE MOLDINGS 
* CABINETS 
* DRYWALl REPAIR 
* REMODELING, 
* INTERIOR PAINTING 
> STAINING 

CELL: 323-422-B158, PHONE: 323-7a5-S618 
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Qalendar ^ 

WAHA March Calendar 
Week 1 
Wednesday, March 3 -

Week 2 
Tuesday, March 9 -
Wednesday, March 10 
Saturday, March 13 -

Weeks 
Monday, March 15 -
Wednesday, March 17 

Week 4 
Wednesday, March 24 • 
Thursday, March 25 -

United Neighborhoods joint meeting, 
Economic Development and Planning & 
Zoning committees, to discuss improvements 
on the Washington Boulevard Corridor. 
South Seas House at 7 p.m. 

Community Relations Committee 
Newcomers Dessert 
Chinatown Tour 

WAHA Planning & Zoning Committee 
United Neighborhoods Planning & Zoning 

WAHA Membership Committee Meeting 
WAHA Board Meeting 

Step Out to Chinatown 
WAHA Invites you on a guided walkirjg tour 
of Historit Chir»atowrt on Saturday, March 
15 at 9:30 a.m. Cost: $5 per person; 
reservations required. No-host lunch fotlowi. 
Contact SeSfcy Caldvi/eli, 323-291-7484 or > 
ceit 2B-700-1129 (see page % 

Save tiie Date<$H 
"At Hom^ with History: 
A Tour of LAA Hl>02s" 
Sunday, Aprit 10 {see page 3) 

'̂Open Days" in West Adams Gardens 
Sunday, Aiaril 2S (see pag& 2) 

''Exploring the Heights" 
Historic Homes 6 Architecture Tour 
in Arfington Hmghti, Ang^tus Vism anc? 
West End Heights 
Saturday, iuutt 5 

The WAHA Newsletter is a publication of the West Adams Heritage Association. Members and supporters of WAHA are invited to submit articles to the Newsletter Letters 
will be published subject to space constraints and will be cut for length if necessary. Articles will be published subject to acceptance by the editors of the WAHA Board. 
Advertising is subject to the approval of the publishers. Although the Association appreciates its many fine advertisers, the Association does not accept responsibility for 
claims made by advertisers. Services and products are not tested and appearance of advertising does not imply nor does it constitute, endorsement by the West Adams 
Heritage Association. Copyright 2004. All rights for graphic and written material appearing in the newsletter are reserved.Contact Director of Publications for permission. 

West Adams Heritage Association 

2263 S. Harvard Boulevard 
Historic West Adams 
Los Angeles Califomia 90018 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 


